
1

Message from the Chair
John Zardus, Chair.DIZ@sicb.org

Greetings all,

I’m just back from some brief 
but exhilarating field work at the 
Goldring-Gund Marine Biology 
Station in Costa Rica, relieving 
sea turtles of their epibionts and 
making the world aware of bar-
nacle-kind. Excursions like these 
are why I love my job along with 
the opportunity to rub shoulders 
with you, my fellow inverte-
brate scientists (not to imply of 
course that you are spineless). 
At the SICB meeting in Janu-
ary I took over the reins from 
Jim McClintock as DIZ Chair. No 
need for alarm just yet. Jim is 
still available as an advisor this 
year in his role as past-chair. As 

I stretch to fill his shoes, I am glad to see so many capable people 
in our divisional membership and look forward to getting to know 
and working with you.

The year began with a very successful annual meeting in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. DIZ had good representation throughout the five 
days of talks and posters with, by my count, presentations by 63 
DIZ members. DIZ accounted for about 5% of the total presen-
tations– nearly an equitable share when split among the eleven 
divisions and two affiliated societies. I derived these back-of-the-
envelope metrics from people who self-identified DIZ as their pri-
mary divisional affiliation in the meeting database; thus, it almost 
certainly underrepresents true DIZ contributions since secondary 
and tertiary divisional affiliations are not listed. Curious to know our 
impact in the society, I used the same database to explore how pre-
sentations by our membership were distributed by topic throughout 
the meeting (Table 1). I’m not sure what conclusions need to be 
drawn from this, but it certainly shows what has probably long been 
self-evident to many; besides an enduring love of invertebrates, we 
as a division have a strong interest in ecology and evolution and in 
teaching marine biology.

At the recent meeting, the division also provided financial support 
to six well-attended symposia on the themes of aquatic locomotion, 
suction feeding biomechanics, jawed-invertebrate diversity, pan-
crustacean physiology, chemical ecology, and neuronal evolution. I 
look forward to seeing seminal papers from these symposia appear-

DIZ Officers & Representatives

John Zardus
Chair 2015-2018

James McClintock
Past-Chair 2015-2017

Jonathan Allen
Secretary 2013-2016

Bruno Pernet
Program Officer 2014-2017

Jenna Moore
Student Postdoc Representative 
2014-2017

Jennifer Burnaford
Libbie Hyman Memorial Scholarship 
Committee Chair

Contents

Message from the Chair .....................1

Message from the Program Officer ...... 3

Message from the Secretary ..............4

Minutes  ........................................... 5

Message from the Student/Postdoctoral 
Affairs  ........................................... 5

Message from the Student Awards 
Committee Chair .............................. 5

DIZ Student Awards .......................... 5

Libbie H. Hyman Memorial
Scholarship Committee......................7

Elections ..........................................8

Division of Invertebrate Zoology

John Zardus doing something 
dashing in Costa Rica

mailto:Chair.DIZ%40sicb.org?subject=


2

ing in this year’s issues of SICB’s highly ranked journal 
Integrative and Comparative Biology (ICB). Be sure to 
see the message in this newsletter from our program 
officer, Bruno Pernet, announcing the symposia that 
have been selected for Portland in 2016. Once again, 
Anne Boettger did an excellent job organizing and 
running the DIZ Best Student Presentation Competi-
tion. There was a large field of talented candidates in 
both the oral and poster categories. Thank you Anne 
and all the volunteer judges for your great efforts. 
The competition is an important component of our aid 
to students. I heard from several students who, very 
keen on the competition, told me they particularly val-
ued getting feedback on their presentations. Winning 
the award is certainly a great outcome but because 
of experience gained and feedback received all who 
participate get lasting value from it. Be sure to check 
out Anne’s posting in this newsletter on the results of 
the competition.

Before you know it, the Portland meeting will be here, 
so it’s not too early to start planning. The annual meet-
ing has been consistently large in recent years and I 
know that a concern in West Palm Beach was that the 
conference hotel was completely booked quite early. 
In the end the high turn out hopefully did not present 
too much trouble to people since the meeting actually 
took place at the municipal convention center (not the 
hotel) and other nearby hotels were available. How-
ever, if you know you will be going to Portland in 2016, 
I recommend preparing well in advance of the dead-
lines for abstract submission, hotel reservations, and 
student travel awards.

In addition to excellent symposia and presentations in 
Portland, a big event will be the DIZ Auction. Held ev-
ery third year, the auction serves an important role in 
raising money for the Libbie Hyman Award, which pro-
vides funding to students for a first-time experience 
at a field station. Jim McClintock has agreed to chair 
the auction committee, and plans for the event are 
being put into motion. If you are interested or willing 
to help with the auction, let Jim know. So, scour your 
lab, home, and office for that under-used reference 
volume, that one-of-a-kind invertebrate art piece, 
or that classic photo of a famous (or infamous) col-
league. Notify Jim about your treasures so that he can 
help arrange for them to show up in the right place 
at the right time. We have also been fortunate to re-
ceive generous donations to the Libbie Hyman Fund 
recently; I look forward to what we will be able to of-
fer students in the future. Please see the update from 

Jennifer Burnaford, the Libbie Hyman Award Chair, 
about the recipients who have been selected this year 
and what they will be receiving.

And yes, it is time to start thinking of symposia ideas 
for New Orleans, 2017. Contact Bruno to discuss your 
ideas and learn how to navigate the proposal process. 
Solid and interesting symposia build the framework 
for the annual meeting and flesh out the content of 
ICB. One of the more important functions of our divi-
sion and a focus of mine is to provide students with 
support and opportunities to participate. Surveys 
have shown that professionals tend to stick with the 
societies they join early in their careers. We need to 
continue making sure students have a reason to be-
come members of DIZ as the society grows. The divi-
sion appears to be on good footing; let’s keep up the 
momentum.

As the year hurtles forward, I hope you find time for 
reflecting on life, investigating fascinating creatures, 
and making plans to share your findings with the rest 
of us. As they say in Costa Rica, “Pura Vida,” approxi-
mately meaning life is short so enjoy the journey and 
make the most or best of it.

From the DIZ Researchers Database: 
Form and function of annelid larvae, Bruno Pernet
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Message from the Program Officer
Bruno Pernet, DPO.DIZ@sicb.org

Hello DIZ members! I hope that 2015 has started 
splendidly for you, and that you’re learning lots of in-
teresting things about animals, and planning on telling 
the rest of us about those things at the 2016 Portland 
meeting. I’m having a great spring, trying to keep up 
with my students as they work on various annelids, 
molluscs, bryozoans, and echinoderms from southern 
California. Tiring, but fun!

I enjoyed seeing many of you at the January 2015 
West Palm Beach meeting. That meeting was orga-
nized around 12 symposia, of which DIZ co-sponsored 
six: Unsteady Aquatic Locomotion with Respect to Eco-
Design and Mechanics (Frank Fish and Paolo Domeni-
ci); Soft Bodies, Hard jaws: Phylogenetic Diversity of 
Prey Capture and Processing in Jawed, Soft-bodied 
Invertebrates (Rick Hochberg and Elizabeth Walsh); 
New Insights into Suction Feeding Biomechanics and 
Evolution (C. Darrin Hulsey, Steven Day, Tim Higham, 
and Peter Wainwright); Linking Insects and Crusta-
ceans: Comparative Physiology of the Pancrustacea 

(Jon Harrison and Sherry Tamone); Chemicals that 
Organize Ecology: Towards a Greater Integration of 
Chemoreception, Neuroscience, Organismal Biology, 
and Chemical Ecology (James Murray and Russell Wy-
eth); and Origins of Neurons and Parallel Evolution 
of Nervous Systems: The Dawn of Neuronal Organi-
zation (Leonid Moroz). I sampled talks from most of 
these, as well as some of the other symposia, and 
left with some great ideas for both teaching and re-
search… which, in part, is why I go to SICB meetings 
each year. So I had a productive time at the meeting 
– I hope you did too!

The divisional program officers met last October to 
evaluate proposals for the 2016 meeting in Portland, 
Oregon, and again selected 12, six of which DIZ will 
co-sponsor. These include one SICB-wide symposium, 
Parasites and Pests in Motion: Biology, Biodiversity 
and Climate Change (Christopher Boyko and Jason 
Williams), and Extraocular, nonvisual, and simple 
photoreceptors (Thomas Cronin and Sönke Johnsen); 
Building an Extravagant Toolbox: The Morphological 
Diversity of Intromittent Organs (Brandon Moore and 
Diane Kelly); Integrative and comparative biology of 

Table 1. Presentations by DIZ members at SICB 2015 by topic*

 DIZ    Total 
Presentation Topics   Presenters Presenters       
Behavior & Neurobiology 1 182
Biomechanics & Morphology 0 307
Development 2 30
Ecology & Environmental Biology 25 162
Evolution 10 253
Outreach 0 14
Physiology & Biochemistry 3 180
Endocrinology 0 102
Complementary to Symposium “Breaking Broundaries . . .” 1 10
Complementary to Symposium “Chemicals that Organize . . .” 1 7
Complementary to Symposium “Physiology in Changing . . .” 2 32
Participant in Symposium “Soft bodies . . .” 3 7
Participant in Symposium “Origin of Neurons . . .” 4 12
Participant in Special Session “Teaching Marine Biology” 6 9
Participant in Special Session “Sally Woodin & Soft Sed. . . .” 5 17
              
     63   1324**
*Topics selected by presenters during abstract submission from supplied options.
**This tally does not include presentations from symposia lacking DIZ presenters. 
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venom (Marymegan Daly and Lisle Gibbs); Tapping 
the Power of Crustacean Transcriptomes to Address 
Grand Challenges in Comparative Biology (Donald 
Mykles, Karen Burnett, David Durica, and Jonathon 
Stillman); and Beyond the mean: Biological impacts 
of changing patterns of temperature variation (Mi-
chael Dillon, Art Woods, and Michael Sears). So as 
always, the 2016 meeting will be packed with inter-
esting talks and posters and chances to connect with 
colleagues and friends, old and new. I look forward to 
seeing you there. After the September 2015 program 
officer’s meeting I’ll be able to tell you more about the 
venue and meeting organization. 

One of the most important pieces of my job as DIZ 
program officer is working with you to develop sym-
posia for upcoming meetings. The deadline for 
submitting symposium proposals for the Janu-
ary 2017 meeting in New Orleans is August 24, 
2015; it’s definitely time to start thinking about that 
already. I’ve already talked to several members about 
possible symposia for that meeting, so we’re off to a 
great start. The number of symposia per meeting is 
usually 10 to 12, and it often happens that more pro-
posals are submitted than can be accommodated. So 
it pays to do your homework (read the symposium 
proposal guidelines on the SICB website), plan 
early, and get as much feedback as possible along the 
way from divisional and society Program Officers to 
improve your chances. Please contact me with your 
ideas for symposia for the New Orleans meeting – I’d 
love to chat about them, and to help you wend your 
way through the application process. Don’t hesitate to 
write or call! 

Jenna Moore con-
vinces Chaetopter-
us longipes to pose 
for a photo outside 
of his tube. 

Message from the Secretary
Jonathan Allen, Secretary.DIZ@sicb.org

Happy Spring DIZ! My colleagues have already tack-
led many of the important issues facing the division 
and the Society in their messages, so I will keep my 
remarks brief. First, I want you all to closely look at the 
three outstanding candidate biographies at the end of 
the newsletter. I will be stepping down as Secretary 
after the annual meeting in Portland and one of these 
three fantastic young scientists will take my place. I 
have no doubt they will easily do a superior job. 

Second, I wanted to amplify some of the membership 
comments that John Zardus made in his Chair’s mes-
sage. This past year I served as Chair of the Member-
ship Committee and have some additional insight into 
how DIZ stacks up relative to other divisions. First, the 
total membership of SICB in 2015 was 2501 mem-
bers. Second, members can select multiple divisional 
affiliations, so the total number of members summed 
across all divisions is roughly twice as large at 4960 
(an average of 1.98 divisions selected per member). 
By far, the largest division is DEE with 931 members 
claiming an affiliation. DIZ is no slouch, at 6th among 
the 11 divisions with 498 members claiming an affilia-
tion (and only 75 shy of the second position). So we’re 
right there with the other divisions in terms of mem-
bership. I would echo John’s position that the best way 
to increase our membership, or at least to sustain it 
in its current healthy state, is to continue to bring stu-
dents to the meetings and to work with our program 
officer to develop exciting DIZ-sponsored symposia. 

Salma Abdel-Raheem, an undergraduate student 
from the College of William and Mary standing by her 
poster in the Exhibit Hall in West Palm Beach

http://sicb.org/meetings/2017/callsymp.php
http://sicb.org/meetings/2017/callsymp.php
mailto:Secretary.DIZ%40sicb.org?subject=
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Minutes of the 2015 DIZ Business Meet-
ing, West Palm Beach, FL

Message from the Student-Postdoctoral 
Affairs Committee Representative
Jenna Moore

Hello DIZ students and postdocs! I hope you all en-
joyed January’s SICB 2015 meeting in sunny West 
Palm Beach, Florida as much as I did. As usual, there 
were lots of interesting presentations and symposia. 
Congratulations to the best student presentation and 
Wenner Strong Inference award winners: Fergus Mc-
Corkell (Oral Presentation winner), Emily Hall (Poster 
presentation winner), and Honorable Mentions Kenan 
Matterson (Poster presentation), and Amanda Kahn 
(Oral presentation), who also earned the Wenner 
Strong Inference Award. Great work, everyone!

With spring around the corner and the summer field 
season not far behind, I hope all eligible students 
made the February 9 deadline for the Libbie H. Hyman 
Award offered by DIZ. There are a number of awards 
available for students on the SICB website, as well as 
the list maintained by the Student and Postdoctoral 
Affairs Committee (SPDAC) of student grants and 
awards as well as their deadlines. Upcoming deadlines 
are specifically aimed toward invertebrate zoologists 
(hello, malacologists!), so please take advantage of 
this great student resource here: http://www.sicb.
org/grants/externalgrants.php. 

The Division of Invertebrate Zoology has a brand-new 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
SICBDIZ), so please check it out, “like” and share. If 
you have suggestions for content you’d like to see on 
the Facebook page, or other comments, please direct 
them to me (jmoore@ufl.edu) or send a message to 
the DIZ page on Facebook. It would be great to see 
this evolve into a vibrant online community of inver-
tebrate enthusiasts, so please spread the word. Share 
photos of your favorite invertebrates, post job open-
ings, grant opportunities, or write haikus about nema-
tomorphs. Posts are moderated, though, so please 
keep them on-topic and respectful.

As always, if you have any questions, concerns, or 
suggestions about SICB student and postdoctoral 
affairs, I’m just an email away and would enjoy re-
ceiving your feedback. Do you have a suggestion for 
a student workshop topic for next year’s meeting in 
Portland? If so, please send it my way! I wish you all 

a happy and productive spring and summer filled with 
diverse and delightful invertebrates. 

A Stichopus sea cucumber does his best soft coral im-
pression. Photo by Jenna Moore.

Message from the Student Awards 
Committee Chair 
Anne Böttger

Thank you to everyone who made the Annual SICB 
Meeting in West Palm Beach memorable and a special 
thank you to all the students who presented! It was 
a great meeting that included excellent student pre-
sentations from the Division of Invertebrate Zoology. 

I would also like to take the time and thank the 31 
volunteer judges for their commitment to the student 
presentations and their valued service and comments 
supporting our DIZ students. 

In order for students to compete in our division they 
need to be a member of the DIZ and this year 34 stu-
dents competed for best student paper in 19 oral and 
15 poster presentations! The winners of the presenta-
tion awards and the Adrian M. Wenner Strong Infer-
ence Award for the 2015 SICB meeting are:

Best Oral Presentation
Winner 
Emily Hall from the State University of New York for 
“A Test of Genetic Variation for Resistance to Effects of 
Seawater Acidification on the Skeletal Development of 
Sea Urchin Larvae.”

Runner Up
Kenan Matterson from the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham for “Variable impact of top-down forces 

http://sicb.org/divisions/DIZ/DIZMeetingMinutes2015.pdf
http://sicb.org/divisions/DIZ/DIZMeetingMinutes2015.pdf
http://www.sicb.org/grants/externalgrants.php
http://www.sicb.org/grants/externalgrants.php
https://www.facebook.com/SICBDIZ
https://www.facebook.com/SICBDIZ


6

and photosymbiont-derived nutrition on Caribbean 
shallow-water sponges.”

Emily Hall collecting Arbacia punctulata on an out-
cropping of rocks on Sullivans Island, Charleston, SC. 
Photo by Bob Podolsky. 

Kenan Matterson kayaking out to his research site 
with exclusion canopies in tow and SCUBA gear in his 
lap. Time to consider a field assistant?

Poster Presentation
Winner 
Fergus McCorkell from the University of Oxford for 
“Tuning of flow-sensitive hairs to airflow stimuli in the 
desert locust (Schistocerca gregaria).”

Runner Up
Amanda Kahn from the University of Alberta for “De-
mosponges in disguise: Formation of new syncytial 
tissue in a glass sponge, Aphrocallistes vastus.” 

Fergus McCorkell 
blowing on a 
tethered desert 
locust (Schis-
tocerca gregar-
ia) to assess 
its flight abil-
ity before use 
in experiments. 
Blowing stimu-
lates the flow 
sensing hairs on 
the head, caus-
ing them to start 
flapping. 

Amanda Kahn poses with a recently collected sponge. 
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Adrian M. Wenner Strong Inference Award
Amanda Kahn from the University of Alberta for “De-
mosponges in disguise: Formation of new syncytial 
tissue in a glass sponge, Aphrocallistes vastus.”

Please join me in congratulating these outstanding 
students for their contributions. I look forward to see-
ing you at the next meeting in Portland Oregon in 
2016! 

A close-up look at the glass sponges Amanda Kahn 
studies in the field. Photo by Sally Leys. 

Message from the Libbie Hyman Schol-
arship Selection Committee Chair
Jennifer Burnaford, Committee Chair

Applications for the 2015 Libbie H. Hyman Memorial 
Scholarship were due on 9 February.  We received 29 
applications this year, and it was wonderful to see so 
many students express an interest in pursuing work 
with invertebrates at field stations!  Due to a generous 
contribution by Dr. Jarid Simons to this scholarship 
fund, we were able to award two $1500 scholarships 
this year.  We are deeply grateful to Dr. Simons for his 
support of these deserving students. 

One scholarship has been awarded to Antonin Crumi-
ere, a second-year graduate student in the lab of 
Abderrahman Khila at the Institut de Génomique 
Fonctionnelle de Lyon. The scholarship will support 
coursework and research on insects at the Smithson-
ian Tropical Research Institute in Gamboa, Panama. 
While at the field station, Antonin will participate in 
the Tropical Behavioral Ecology and Evolution Course 
run by the University of Copenhagen, and he will con-
duct independent research on the pond skater Microv-

elia longipes to better understand the evolution of a 
sex-specific exaggerated trait (long legs in males). 
This will be Antonin’s first experience at a field station, 
and the data will give him significant insight into the 
genetic and environmental mechanisms underlying 
the evolution and maintenance of exaggerated traits.

The other scholarship has been awarded to Caitlin 
Boas, of the University of California Berkeley, to sup-
port her participation in the Marine Invertebrate Zool-
ogy summer course at the University of Washington 
Friday Harbor Laboratories. Caitlin is a first year Ph.D. 
student in the lab of Seth Finnegan. Her thesis work 
is focused on dissecting the ecological roles of ammo-
nites, a highly diverse clade that disappeared during 
the Cretaceous Paleogene (K/Pg) mass extinction. De-
spite their prominence in the fossil record, very little is 
known about their ecology and trophic diversity. The 
summer course will give Caitlin her first formal train-
ing with living marine invertebrates and give her the 
opportunity to interact directly with extant species, 
facilitating a comprehensive understanding of marine 
invertebrate systems that will provide critical context 
for her work.

The Libbie H. Hyman Award provides funding to sup-
port the first significant field station experience for 
advanced undergraduates or early graduate students 
pursuing coursework or research on invertebrates.  
This first field station experience is typically a trans-
formative period in the career and life of a student.  
We deeply appreciate the donations that allow us to 
support these experiences. We always need contribu-
tions to the Scholarship Fund! To contribute, click on 
Donate to SICB on the SICB home page (www.sicb.
org) or send a check to:

SICB Business Office
Libbie H. Hyman Memorial Scholarship Fund
1313 Dolley Madison Blvd., Suite 402
McLean, VA 22101

Checks should be made payable to SICB and marked 
as a “Contribution to the Libbie H. Hyman Memorial 
Scholarship Fund.” All contributions are tax deduct-
ible. Thanks for your help!
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Candidates for Elections

Candidates for Secretary

Candidate Biography for Sarah Berke

Sarah Berke engineering her office ecosystem

Current Position: Assistant Professor, Dept. of Biol-
ogy, Siena College, Loudonville NY

Education: BA University of Chicago (2000); PhD 
University of South Carolina, advisor Sally Woodin 
(2007)

Professional Experience: Assistant Professor, Dept. 
of Biology, Siena College, Loudonville NY 2012-pres-
ent; Postdoctoral Scholar, University of Chicago, 2009-
2012; Postdoctoral Fellow, Smithsonian  Environmen-
tal Research Center 2008-2009.

SICB Activities: Membership Committee 2015-
2017; DIZ Libbie Hyman Auction Committee 2015 
(for the 2016 meeting); Judge for DIZ 2008, 2009, 
2011, 2012, 2015; Society-wide Nominating Commit-
tee 2014; Judge for DEE, 2008, 2009, 2011; Student 
and Postdoctoral Affairs Committee, representative for 
DEE, 2009-2011; Symposium organizer, Marine Eco-
system Engineers in a Changing World, 2010 meeting, 
sponsored by DIZ, DEE, AMS, NSF

Other Memberships: Ecological Society of America, 
Sigma Xi, Society for the Study of Evolution, Coastal 
& Estuarine Research Federation, regular attendee of 

the Benthic Ecology Meetings

Research Interests: Benthic Ecology, macroecol-
ogy, functional ecology.

Goals Statement: DIZ is among the most active and 
well-organized divisions of SICB. The secretary plays 
an important role in keeping the business of the di-
vision moving forward, communicating DIZ business 
with all members of the division, and facilitating com-
munication between the division and the society at 
large. We have been well-served by many commit-
ted and effective secretaries in recent years; I would 
strive to continue in that tradition. SICB has been 
my professional home throughout my career, and I 
consider DIZ to be my primary divisional affiliation. 
I would welcome this opportunity to give back to the 
society. 

Candidate Biography for S. Anne Böttger

Anne Böttger demon-
strating a willingness to 
get her hands dirty. 

Current Position: Asso-
ciate Professor, Depart-
ment of Biology, West 
Chester University, West 
Chester, PA.

Education: Prediploma 
Biology, Osnabrück Uni-
versity, Osnabrück, Ger-
many (1994); BSc. Hon-
ors Zoology, Marine and 
Fisheries Biology, Aber-
deen University, Aber-
deen, Scotland (1996); 
Ph.D. Biology, The Uni-
versity of Alabama at Bir-
mingham, Birmingham, 
AL (2001.

Professional Experi-
ence: Teaching Assistant, 
University of Alabama 
at Birmingham (1996-
2001); Summer Faculty, 
Marine Science Consor-
tium, Wallops Island VA 
(2000-2001); Instructor, 
McWane Center, High-
school COORD Program, 
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Birmingham AL (2001-2002); Postdoctoral Fellow, 
University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH (2002-
2008); Assistant Professor, West Chester University, 
West Chester, PA (2008-2013); Associate Professor, 
West Chester University, West Chester, PA (2013-pres-
ent).

SICB Activities: SICB member (DIZ) and presenter 
at SICB annual meetings since 1996. Student Awards 
Committee Chair (DIZ) 2013-16.

Other Memberships: American Microscopical Soci-
ety; American Society for Cell Biology and National 
Association of Biology Teachers.

Research Interests: My main interests lie in in an-
thropogenic effects on the ecology, physiology and cell 
biology of marine organisms, particularly mollusks and 
echinoderms. However, my current position as Assis-
tant Professor in Biology at West Chester University of 
Pennsylvania has allowed me to diversify my research 
efforts to include projects in marine mammal histolo-
gy and algal biology as well as continuing my efforts in 
aquaculture and intertidal ecology and using the soft 
shell clam Mya arenaria as a pre-clinical cancer model 
for human and vertebrate cancers.

Statement of Goals: I have benefited enormously, 
scientifically and career-wise, from being a member 
of the DIZ since my graduate student days and would 
be delighted to be of service to the division and start 
to pay back in kind the support and opportunities the 
division has afforded me. My primary goal as Division 
Secretary would be to continue current track of excel-
lent record keeping, production of the newsletter and 
aiding in expanding student opportunities. DIZ has 
long served as a very nurturing environment for un-
dergraduate and graduate student development, and 
I would work with other division members to increase 
our effectiveness in this regard.

Candidate Biography for Justin McAlister

Justin McAlister demonstrating school pride while vis-
iting a research site in the Canary Islands.

Current Position: Assistant Professor of Biology and 
Environmental Studies, College of the Holy Cross, 
Worcester, MA

Education: B.S. in Biology from the University of 
Richmond, M.S. in Biological Sciences from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina, and Ph.D. in Biology from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Alum-
nus of SEA Semester (C-139), Sea Education Associa-
tion, Woods Hole, MA.

Professional Experience: Marine Biologist II at the 
Marine Resources Research Institute, South Carolina 
Department of Natural Resources, Charleston, SC 
(between M.S. and Ph.D. degrees).  Postdoctoral Fel-
low at Clemson University, Clemson, SC with exten-
sive fieldwork at the Smithsonian Tropical Research 
Institute (STRI), Panama.  Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Biology and Program in Environmental 
Studies at the College of the Holy Cross.

SICB Activities: SICB and DIZ member (since 2001); 
Routinely serve as Session Chair at Annual Meetings 
and Judge for Best Student Presentation Awards.
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Other Memberships: American Microscopical So-
ciety; Sigma Xi; SCUBA Organizations: DAN, PADI, 
AAUS

Research Interests: Marine invertebrate ecol-
ogy and evolution; larval biology, organism-environ-
ment interactions; phenotypic plasticity; energy me-
tabolism; global change biology

Goals Statement: I’m running for Secretary of DIZ 
because I’m interested in promoting the study and 
dissemination of knowledge about invertebrates, gen-
erating and discovering new ways to increase student 
and public awareness of these fascinating creatures, 
and better-connecting invertebrate researchers with 
each other.  I look forward to building on the momen-
tum generated by previous officers of our Division to 
encourage greater participation from our members 
year-round.  Lastly, invertebrate research within SICB 
has a long and rich history, essentially going all the 

way back to the 1880s with the American Society of 
Zoologists and the journal Transactions of the Ameri-
can Microscopical Society (now Invertebrate Biology).  
I believe that digging into the life histories of these 
earlier researchers will yield some great stories, in-
triguing scientific insights, and I would like to highlight 
remarkable individuals as a recurring feature in the 
newsletter and on the website.  

From the DIZ Researchers Database: 
Population genetics of reproductive variation, Michael Hart


