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Division of Neurobiology
Message from the Chair
Paul Moore, Chair.DNB@sicb.org

It was wonderful to see all of you at West Palm Beach and I hope 
you think the meeting was as much of a success as I did. Special 
thanks need to go out to Chuck Derby for stewarding the excellent 
symposia and for organizing our sessions. I would also like to thank 
Lisa Mangiamele for maintaining the division during a sudden shift 
in Division Chairs. She has done a great job in recording our history 
and bringing both Chuck and me up to date on past discussions.

Probably the biggest issue for us to consider while we move forward 
is our Best Student Presentation award. As we mentioned during 
the business meeting, the other divisions have numerous models 
that range from a single session dedicated to students who want to 
compete for the award to spreading the students out across the dif-
ferent sessions. As with any model, there are pros and cons and the 
other divisions are wrestling with finding the best model for them. 
The Division of Invertebrate Zoology has an excellent running blog 
on its members’ thoughts on this award.

Our previous model was to distribute students among the different 
sessions. The positive aspects of this type of model is a mixture 
of senior and more junior researchers within a single session, an 
ability to keep sessions focused around scientific themes, and a 
potentially larger exposure for the students within our division. The 
potential downside of this model is finding judges that are capable 
of attending the different sessions and the consistency of judging 
across the different sessions. As good as many of our judges are, 
we have different people and a different number of people judging 
presentations.

At the other end of the spectrum is dedicating a special session for 
the Best Student Presentation nominations. This allows for easier 
staffing of judges and consistent judging. It also allows us to an-
nounce the winners of the award before the meeting is over, but 
may lead to fewer people outside of DNB coming to this session. 
This could be particularly true if the session is perceived as a “DNB-
only” session. Some feedback from the Division of Animal Behavior 
seems to indicate that their Best Student Session is often one of 
the highest attended sessions of the conference for that division. 
In the spirit of experimentation, we voted to try this second model 
and have all of our students present in a session dedicated to them. 
It might be nice if we could work out having this session right be-
fore our joint social with Animal Behavior.

Also, Chuck and I will be reaching out to the International Society 
for Neuroethology in efforts to draw some of those members to our 
meeting during their off years. Our hope is that we can offer our 
meeting registration at the member rate if they are a member of 
ISN.

mailto:Chair.DNB%40sicb.org?subject=


2

If you have further thoughts or ideas on what our 
Division needs to more forward, please email them 
to me (Chair.DNB@sicb.org). I am looking to serve 
the needs of our researchers and students and to 
continue growing our division.

Finally, I want to thank Jim Belanger for his service to 
the Division. These positions are often a lot of work 
without much thanks (although the food at the exec-
utive meetings is exceptional). Thanks Jim and hope-
fully, I will see everyone in Portland.

Message from the Program Officer
Charles Derby, DPO.DNB@sicb.org

The 2015 meeting in West Palm Beach was a 
success! 
DNB sponsored two symposia at the 2015 meeting, 
which were fantastic: 1) “Chemicals that Organize 
Ecology: Towards a Greater Integration of Chemo-
reception, Neuroscience, Organismal Biology, and 
Chemical Ecology;” and 2) “Origins of Neurons and 
Parallel Evolution of Nervous Systems: The Dawn 
of Neuronal Organization.” Oral and poster sessions 
were on diverse topics including Neuroethology; Sen-
sory Ecology; Animal Behavior; Animal Communi-
cation; Evolution, Development, and Regeneration; 
Neurotransmitters and Neuromodulators; Learning & 
Plasticity; and Human Impacts on Behavior. We had 
14 students registered for Best Student Presenta-
tions. As reported elsewhere in this newsletter, Alex 
Kingston of the University of Maryland Baltimore 
County won the Best Student Talk for her work on 
opsins in crayfish, and Devin Merullo of the University 
of Wisconsin won Best Student Poster for his work 
on neurotensin in starlings. At our business meeting, 
DNB elected to use a new process for administering 
the Best Student Presentation competition for the 
2016 meeting; please see Paul Moore’s item in this 
newsletter for more on this.

Symposia for the 2016 meeting in Portland are 
selected
DNB will sponsor five of the 12 symposia at the 2016 
meeting in Portland.  We are the primary sponsor of 
two symposia: “Extraocular, Nonvisual, and Simple 
Photoreceptors,” organized by Tom Cronin and Sönke 
Johnsen; and “Neuroecology: Neural Mechanisms of 
Sensory and Motor Processes that Mediate Ecologi-
cally Relevant Behaviors,” organized by Jeff Riffell 
and Ashlee Rowe. We will also support three other 
symposia: “Integrative and Comparative Biology of 
Venom;” “New Frontiers in the Integrative Study of 

Animal Behavior: Nothing in Neuroscience Makes 
Sense Except in the Light of Behavior;” and “Tapping 
the Power of Crustacean Transcriptomes to Address 
Grand Challenges in Comparative Biology.”

Symposium proposals for the 2017 meeting
Proposals for symposia for the 2017 meeting in New 
Orleans are due this August 24, 2015. Please con-
sider developing a proposal. Tell others about this op-
portunity.  Contact me if you want to discuss ideas. 
The call for proposals can be found at http://sicb.
org/meetings/2017/callsymp.php. A list of the 
symposia over the last ten years can be found at 
http://www.sicb.org/archive/symposia.php.  
Guidelines for the process of developing proposals 
are here: http://sicb.org/resources/SICB%20
Symposium%20Policies%20and%20Guide-
lines%20Final.pdf. SICB especially encourages 
symposium with interdisciplinary themes, in addition 
to the more disciplinary based ones.

New ideas for the DNB Program?
If you have any ideas on how to improve DNB’s ac-
tivities at future meetings and during the year, please 
contact me.

Message from the Secretary
Lisa Mangiamele, Secretary.DNB@sicb.org

Some brief items to which I would like to direct your 
attention:

First, keep checking your email inbox for the soci-
ety-wide news and announcements via a Monthly 
Member Update email. On the occasion that there 
is something to report, divisional news will also be 
included in that email. If you have anything that you 
would like to be communicated to DNB members, or 
to all SICB members, please contact me and I will 
have it added to the update.

Second, be sure to check out the section below which 
highlights the work of our best student presentation 
winners. As always, DNB believes in the importance 
of promoting the excellent research of our student 
members. If you would like your work to be featured 
in a future newsletter, or would like to nominate a col-
league’s or student’s work, please email me at secre-
tary.dnb@sicb.org. 

Third, as Paul mentioned above, the Division’s Best 
Student Presentation Award will be undergoing some 
changes this year. If you are a student, be sure to 
check out SICB’s website for an updated summary 
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of the new divisional guidelines for the BSP compe-
tition in 2016: http://www.sicb.org/students/
awards.php3

Finally, we are electing a new divisional secretary this 
year, so please see below for the candidate’s biogra-
phies and don’t forget to vote in May!

Focus on DNB: Best Student 
Presentation Winners
Congratulations to the winners of the Best Student 
Presentation competition!

Crayfish photo by Michael Bok

Alexandra Kingston, University of Maryland, Balti-
more County

Best Student Talk: “Identical opsins in the retina 
and central nervous system of crayfish, Procambarus 
clarkii” 

Alexandra is a graduate student in the Department 
of Biological Sciences at UMBC. She describes her re-
search interests as follows: “Most animals have the 
ability to detect light using photoreceptors outside of 
their eyes. These so-called extraocular photorecep-
tors have many forms and functions. I am interested 
in studying and learning about the molecular machin-
ery, physiology, and behaviors associated with such 
photoreceptors. My current research focuses on iden-
tifying the presence and expression patterns of the 
molecular components of extraocular photoreceptors 
in molluscs, arthropods, and fish. In particular, my 
work focuses on the presence of retinal opsins ex-
pressed in the CNS of crayfish and in dermal tissues 
of cephalopods and flat fish.”

Devin Merullo, University of Wisconsin, Madison

Best Student Poster: 
“Neurotensin immuno-
labeling relates to sex-
ually-motivated song 
and other social behav-
iors in male European 
starlings (Sturnus vul-
garis)”

Devin is a PhD student 
in Zoology at UW Madi-
son with Dr. Lauren Rit-
ers. He describes his 
research as follows: “I 
study the neurobiology 
of vocal communication 
in songbirds, focus-
ing on how motivation 
and reward influence 
singing behavior in Eu-
ropean starlings. Pres-
ently I am researching 

a potential role for the neuropeptide neurotensin in 
modulating vocal communication. More broadly, I’m 
interested in the neural basis of social behaviors and 
the interactions between physiology, the environ-
ment, and behavior.”

Minutes of the 2015 DNB Business 
Meeting, West Palm Beach, Florida

News and Announcements:

SICB DNB Facebook and LinkedIn Groups

o To join the Facebook group, go to: http://www.
facebook.com/groups/42744755545/ 

o To join the LinkedIn group, search for “SICB Divi-
sion of Neurobiology” using the Search Groups 
box. 

http://www.sicb.org/students/awards.php3
http://www.sicb.org/students/awards.php3
http://sicb.org/divisions/DNB/DNBMeetingMinutes2015.pdf
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Divisional Officer Elections
This year we are electing a Secretary for a 3-year 
term. See below for the candidates’ statements.

Secretary Candidate:

Michael J. Baltzley

Current Position: Associate Professor, Dept. of Biol-
ogy, Western Oregon University

Education: B. S. Biology, Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity, 1997; Ph.D. Biology, University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, 2006

Professional Experience: 2006-08 Postdoctoral 
Fellow, Dr. William B. Kristan, Jr, University of Califor-
nia, San Diego; 2008-11 Visiting Assistant Professor, 
St. Mary’s College of Maryland; 2011-14 Assistant 
Professor, Western Oregon University; 2014-current 
Associate Professor, Western Oregon University

SICB Activities: First presented at annual meeting 
in Toronto in 2003. Presented at annual meetings in 
2004, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2013-15. Served as judge 
for Best Student Paper for DNB in 2010, 2013-15. 

Other Memberships: International Society of Neu-
roethology

Research Interests: My ultimate interest is how 
neural circuitry changes as species-specific behaviors 
evolve. My lab uses leeches and gastropod molluscs 
as model systems to examine behavioral differences 

between species and investigates the neural circuitry 
underlying those behavioral differences. In leeches, 
we have been focusing on reflexive behaviors in sev-
eral species. The sensory neurons, interneurons, and 
motor neurons that mediate reflexive behaviors have 
been well characterized in the European medicinal 
leech, Hirudo medicinalis. We use this species as a 
template and study the physiology of homologous 
neurons in other species. In gastropods, we have re-
cently begun studying locomotion in terrestrial snails 
and slugs.

Goals Statement: The current DNB Secretary has 
done a wonderful job in the position. My primary goal 
would be to continue the excellent work Lisa has done 
running the best student presentation awards, coor-
dinating the elections, and publishing the newsletter. 
In addition, as Secretary, I would work to increase 
the number of members that have submitted profiles 
to the DNB Researchers Database by contacting indi-
vidual members and inviting them to create a profile. 
The DNB Researchers Database could be a useful tool 
for networking, but is currently not well used by our 
division members.
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Lisa A. Mangiamele

Current Position: Assistant Professor, Dept. of Bio-
logical Sciences, Smith College

Education: B.A. Neuroscience, Colgate University, 
2001; Ph.D. Biology, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, 2010

Professional Experience: 2007 Visiting Student, 
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute; 2010-12 
Postdoctoral Research/Teaching Fellow, Bowdoin Col-
lege; 2012-14 Research Associate, Bowdoin College; 
2013-14 Lecturer, SUNY Plattsburgh

SICB Activities: Member since 2006; DNB Secre-
tary 2012-present

Other Memberships: Society for Neuroscience; J.B. 
Johnston Club for Evolutionary Neuroscience; Faculty 
for Undergraduate Neuroscience

Research Interests: Neuroethology, particularly 
the sensory and endocrine mechanisms underlying 
sexual communication behavior

Goals Statement: In my past terms, my goal as 
DNB Secretary has been to create ways for mem-
bers to connect, interact, and become aware of each 
other’s research interests. Two ways that I have 
done this are by adding a feature to the newsletter 
to highlight research by DNB members, particularly 
student members, and by promoting online channels 
for member interaction (e.g., LinkedIn, Facebook). If 
elected, I would be happy to serve another term so 
that I can continue to work on ways to better promote 
networking among DNB members and increased vis-
ibility within the society.

From the Researchers Database: 
Information Processing in Sensorimotor Systems; Stavros 
Hadjisolomou


