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Division of Phylogenetics and Comparative Biology

Message from the Chair
Michael Alfaro, Chair.dpcb@sicb.org

Dear Colleagues,

Thank you all for helping to make the 2015 meetings in West Palm 
Beach a great success. I want to extend my congratulations to all of 
the students who participated in the DPCB Wake session. We were 
very pleased by the collection of talks and posters that populated 
the sessions this year. Please join me in congratulating Ariel Kahrl, 
UVA as this year’s winner for best talk (runner up Matt McGee, UC 
Davis) and David Franklin, Georgia Southern (runner up Mayteé 
Contes-de Jesus, University of Puerto Rico) as the winner of best 
poster. And thanks to all of the judges for your time and energy!

Next year will bring changes to our Division. Kerin Claeson will take 
over as our Divisional Chair and Todd Oakley just became our new 
Divisional Program Officer. I would also like to welcome Ryan Felice 
as the new Student/Postdoctoral Affairs Committee representative. 
I wish you all the best of luck in growing our division and am ex-
cited for our future possibilities. 

We are open for ideas about workshops and symposia for future 
meetings that would further highlight Phylogenetics and Compara-
tive Biology at SICB so please contact Kerin or Todd if you have an 
idea for a proposal. I am also excited for the 2016 meetings in Port-
land, OR, and hope to see you all there. Until then keep on pushing 
back the frontiers of knowledge!

Message from the Secretary
Kerin Claeson, Secretary.dpcb@sicb.org

It’s been my pleasure to serve as Secretary for the last several 
years and see the division change. Over the next year as I transi-
tion to Chair, David Blackburn will join me as Secretary-elect. One 
of the things we already started is a new FaceBook page where 
you can read about our members, including our officers and recent 
award recipients. Speaking of which, congrats to the 2015 Wake 
Award winners. Read about them here now! 
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The 2nd Annual Wake Award:

David Franklin, Wake 
Poster Award Recipi-
ent

Congratulations to 
David Franklin on 
winning the Wake 
Award for Best Poster, 
titled, “Distribution of 
Acartia spp. in central 
San Francisco Bay and 
San Pablo Bay is not 
related to temperature 
and salinity variation,” 
and coauthored by 
A.E. Holmes, C. Craig, 
and C.S. Cohen. Da-

vid is currently an undergraduate student at Georgia 
Southern University and will receive dual Bachelors 
Degrees in Biology and Spanish. The research he pre-
sented at SICB was based on a summer REU intern-
ship at San Francisco State University’s Romberg Ti-
buron Center for Environmental Studies. David joined 
the group working on genetic diversity of zooplankton 
in San Francisco Bay and got interested in following 
up on the question of environmental variation and 
how it relates to genetic variability. The group had a 
particular interest in salinity based on prior studies, 
including one in the Chesapeake Bay in which geneti-
cally distinct clades of Acartia tonsa were found based 
on salinity gradients. David is particularly interested 
in epidemiology, and would like to incorporate what 
he learned in this research investigation to further 
study environmental effects on population variation. 
After he graduates in the summer of 2015, David as-
pires to begin graduate school in the fall of 2016 to 
pursue a Master’s in Public Health, with a concentra-
tion in epidemiology.

Congratulations to Ariel Kahrl on winning the 
Wake Award for Best Talk, “Correlated evolution of 
proxies for pre- and postcopulatory sexual selection 
across squamate reptiles,” co-authored by C.L. Cox 
and R.M. Cox. Ariel went to Oberlin College and grad-
uated in 2009 with a B.A. Biology, minoring in Stu-
dio Art. As an undergraduate, she completed a thesis 
project examining rates of multiple paternity in Orco-
nectes crayfish with Dr. Angela Roles. They sampled 
berried females (females with developing eggs on 
their tails) from two species of congeneric crayfish in 
OH and PA and used microsatellite markers to deter-
mine the minimum number of sires in each species. 
Ariel is currently a fourth year graduate student in 
Robert Cox’s lab at the University of Virginia. Here’s 
what she had to say about her work:

“My interest in postcopulatory selection began 
as an undergraduate studying multiple paternity. 
When I came to graduate school, I wanted to study 
how postcopulatory selection shapes male fitness 
and the evolution of sexually selected traits. The 
presentation I gave as part of the Wake Award be-
gan as preliminary data for my dissertation during 
my second year, and has become the center of one 
of the chapters of my dissertation. 

In my talk, I presented a project where we found a 
negative correlation between proxies for pre- and 
postcopulatory selection, suggesting that precopu-
latory selection may constrain the opportunity for 
postcopulatory selection. My goal is to use this 
framework to examine how both episodes of selec-

Ariel Kahrl, Wake 
Award Recipient

http://www.sicb.org/students/bsp2015.php


3

tion independently shape the evolution of sexually 
selected traits. In particular, I am interested in the 
evolution of sperm morphology. Sperm is hugely 
diverse across animals, and my hope is that by 
collecting data on sperm morphology from a large 
Iguanid lizards, I will be to determine how each 
episode of selection acts on the cell.” 

In addition to research, Ariel balances life as an active 
swing dance and soccer player. To learn more about 
Ariel, check out her website http://people.virgin-
ia.edu/~afk7df/Home.html

  Funding Source Deadline

American Fisheries Society April 1

American Malacological Society April

American Microscopical Society April 1

American Museum of Natural History – Collection Study Grant May 1

American Museum of Natural History – March 15

Lerner-Gray Fund for Marine Research

American Society of Mammalogists (multiple funding opportunities) May 1

Delta Stewardship Council May

Entomological Society of America (multiple funding opportunities) July 1

Harvard University Museum of Comparative Zoology – 
Grants in Animal Systematics

April 1

Sigma Xi Grants-in-Aid of Research March 15

Smithsonian Institution Tropical Research Institute – 
Short Term Fellowships

April 15

Society for the Study of Evolution – Rosemary Grant Graduate Student Re-
search Award

April 1

Western Society of Malacologists May 1 

Message from the Student/Postdoctor-
al Affairs Committee Representative
Ryan Felice

I hope everyone had a chance to attend the SPDAC 
Workshop at this year’s meeting, “‘Ins and Outs’ of 
Writing Fundable Grants.” For a chance to put your 
new grant-writing skills to work, check out the list 
of external grant and fellowship opportunities on the 
SICB website at http://www.sicb.org/grants/
externalgrants.php. Here are a few of the fund-
ing opportunities with deadlines this spring – some of 
which may have already past, but keep them in mind 
for next year.
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