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Division of Ecoimmunology and Disease Ecology
Message from the Chair
Carol Fassbinder-Orth, Chair.DEDE@sicb.org

SICB Portland 2016 broke the record for the highest number of 
abstracts submitted and attendees at a SICB meeting, with nearly 
2,000 people in attendance! SICB Portland was also a great meet-
ing for the Division of Ecoimmunology and Disease Ecology. Our 
second appearance as the newest division at SICB showed great 
signs of growth in membership and also student participation. This 
nascent division has an exceptionally young profile of its mem-
bers—nearly 67% (147 out of 221) DEDE members are either stu-
dents or postdocs. I interpret this strong young demographic of 
our division as promising potential for the future of the division, 
and also the fields of Ecoimmunology and Disease Ecology. 

Students in our division are also increasing their involvement in 
our DEDE-sponsored events. In the Best Student Presentation 
competition, we had 29 student competitors this year, compared 
to 19 last year. I would like to congratulate our student award win-
ners, Jeffrey Goessling (Auburn University), who won Best Student 
Poster, and Kendra Smyth (Duke University), who won Best Stu-
dent Talk. Loren Merrill coordinated the judging for the Best Stu-
dent Presentation award again this year. A big thank you goes out 
to him and to all of the judges who invested their time in making 
the event a huge success. As we see the student involvement in 
this event continue to grow, we will need to have continued growth 
of our judging pool also. We hope all eligible DEDE members will 
consider judging in 2017! Student and postdoc participation in 
our luncheon with faculty at the 2016 meeting was strong, and 
we hope to be able to continue to foster activities that promote 
networking and interaction of students and postdocs, and faculty 
members in the field. 

We co-hosted our social with DCE again this year, and it was nice 
to see some strong competition from DEDE members at the fa-
mous Data Blitz. DEDE’s own Loren Merrill won first place! We are 
considering developing our own social at future meetings, depend-
ing on available funds. 

As the new chair of DEDE, I would like to sincerely thank the out-
going Chair, Lynn (Marty) Martin, for his involvement in starting 
DEDE, and also his involvement in the NSF Research Coordination 
Network in Ecoimmunology (arguably the predecessor of this divi-
sion). His leadership was instrumental in achieving a successful 
start! To keep this division strong and at the forefront of new ideas, 
collaborations and directions in ecoimmunology and disease ecol-
ogy, we need strong divisional officers. As Travis discusses in his 
section, we need to elect a President-Elect, Secretary-Elect, and 
Program Officer-Elect this spring. Please remember to vote in May 
- we have a phenomenal group of candidates!

DEDE Officers & Representatives

Carol Fassbinder-Orth
Chair 2016-2018

Travis Wilcoxen
Secretary 2014-2017

Sarah DuRant
Program Officer 2014-2017

Daniel Becker
Student/Postdoc Representative 
2015-2018

mailto:Chair.DEDE%40sicb.org?subject=


2

Spring 2016 Issue SICB Newsletter 

Our next meetings will be in New Orleans (2017) and 
San Francisco (2018). As Sarah discusses in her sec-
tion, we are proud to co-sponsor two symposia again 
in 2017. I believe strong symposia are essential in 
establishing a vibrant division, so if you have any 
ideas for symposia, let me or another DEDE officer 
know. Thank you to the other divisional officers, Tra-
vis, Sarah, and Daniel, for planning our meetings and 
events! Also, thank you to all the new DEDE mem-
bers who have helped get this division off to a strong 
start. I am looking forward to seeing you all in New 
Orleans—Laissez les bon temps rouler! 

Message from the Program Officer
Sarah DuRant, DPO.DEDE@sicb.org

SICB 2016 in Portland, Oregon, was another great 
meeting! SICB participation continues to grow and 
the Society remains a strong supporter of gradu-
ate and undergraduate student participation. DEDE 
member participation also broadens and promises 
to make a great home for the interdisciplinary field 
of Eco-Immunology and Disease Ecology. Students 
comprise a large portion of DEDE membership and 
we have outstanding participation in the Best Stu-
dent Presentation competitions (18 talks and 11 
posters!). Thanks to all who participated or served 
as judges! 

SICB 2017 in New Orleans is already shaping up to 
be a great meeting. There are 11 great symposia 
slated for next year, but I want to highlight two of 
particular relevance to DEDE members: “With a little 
help from my friends: Microbial partners in integra-
tive and comparative biology” organized by Kevin 
Kohl and Denise Dearing, and “Integrative life his-
tory of whole-organism performance” organized by 
Simon Lailvaux, Jerry Husak. A full list of the 2017 
SICB symposia can be found below.

To ensure that DEDE continues to grow, it is impor-
tant that members continue to host disease-related 
symposia. Symposia are eligible for NSF funding, and 
symposia that have associated complementary ses-
sions or workshops, and invite speakers from diverse 
institutions across a range of career stages are most 
likely to receive NSF funding. If you have a sympo-
sium idea for 2018 or beyond, please start thinking 
now about submitting a proposal. You can contact 
me at dpo.dede@sicb.org or SICB program officer 
Rick Blob at programofficer@sicb.org for more de-
tails.

Thanks again for your participation this year at DEDE 
events and to all those who volunteered to judge stu-
dent presentations! We look forward to seeing you 
next year in New Orleans! 

1. Indirect effects of global change: from 
physiological and behavioral mechanisms 
to ecological consequences (SICB-wide). 
Organizers: Alex Gunderson, Jonathon Stillman, 
and Brian Tsukimura; Sponsors: DAB, DCPB, 
DEE, DIZ, DNB, TCS

2. Evolutionary impacts of seasonality. Orga-
nizers: Caroline Williams and Gregory Ragland; 
Sponsors: DCE, DCPB, DIZ

3. With a little help from my friends: Microbial 
partners in integrative and comparative bi-
ology (SICB-wide). Organizers: Kevin Kohl and 
Denise Dearing; Sponsors: DCE, DCPB, DEDE, 
DEE, DIZ, DNB, AMS

4. The development and mechanisms underly-
ing inter-individual variation in pro-social 
behavior. Organizers: Ben Dantzer and Dustin 
Rubenstein; Sponsors: DAB, DCE, DEE, DNB

5. The evolution of arthropod body plans – In-
tegrating phylogeny, fossils and develop-
ment. Organizers: Ariel Chipman and Douglas 
Erwin; Sponsors: DEDB, DIZ, DPCB, AMS, TCS

6. Integrating cognitive, motivational and 
sensory biases underlying acoustic and 
multimodal mate choice. Organizers: Kathleen 
Lynch and Scott MacDougall-Shackleton; Spon-
sors: DAB, DCE, DNB

7. Integrative life history of whole-organism 
performance (SICB-wide). Organizers: Simon 
Lailvaux and Jerry Husak; Sponsors: DAB, DCB, 
DCE, DEDE, DEE, DNB, DVM

8. Physical and genetic mechanisms for evolu-
tionary novelty. Organizers: Thomas Stewart, 
Stuart Newman, and Günther Wagner; Spon-
sors: DCB, DEDB, DPCB

9. The ecology of exercise: mechanisms un-
derlying individual variation in movement 
behavior, activity or performance. Organiz-
ers: Tony Williams, Shaun Killen, and Ryan Cals-
beek; Sponsors: DAB, DCB, DCPB, DEE, DVM
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10. Molecular and neuroendocrine approaches 
to the study of evolutionary tradeoffs: food, 
sex, stress, and longevity. Organizer: Jill 
Schneider; Sponsors: DAB, DCE, DNB

11. Low spatial resolution vision – function and 
evolution. Organizer: Anders Garm; Sponsors: 
DIZ, DNB, AMS, TCS

Message from the Secretary
Travis Wilcoxen, Secretary.DEDE@sicb.org

It was great seeing everyone in Portland! The sci-
entific program within our division was quite strong 
at the Portland meeting and I am sure we will have 
another excellent meeting in New Orleans next Janu-
ary. I am very excited about a few days in the Big 
Easy and I cannot wait to experience its funky atmo-
sphere and, of course, beignets from Café du Monde! 

As you will see in this newsletter, we need to elect 
many officers within our division. Please review the 
profiles of our candidates for Chair-Elect, Program 
Officer-Elect, and Secretary-Elect, and do not for-
get to vote in May! Although we form nominating 
committees to seek candidates for those positions, 
please feel free to let me know at any time if you are 
interested in an officer position within DEDE. We’ve 
gotten off to a great start and we want to keep the 
momentum that we have maintained through our 
first two years as a division! 

I would like to thank Marty Martin for his leadership 
as the founding Chair of DEDE and for his guidance 
throughout the past two years. I know that the cur-
rent officers are dedicated to increasing the number 
of members in our division and expanding our vis-
ibility as a division in the coming years. 

I absolutely must stress (again) that Loren Merrill 
deserves so many thanks for his hard work coordi-
nating the judging for student presentations within 
the division. I also join the other officers in extend-
ing congratulations to our Best Student Presentation 
Award winners! I ask that PIs continue to encourage 
their students to participate in SICB so we can build 
upon the excellence demonstrated by this year’s win-
ners. 

We will always use this newsletter space, as well as 
the Monthly Member Updates, to share information 
about upcoming meetings, workshops, or opportuni-
ties for involvement in the fields of ecoimmunology 
and disease ecology. If you would like announcements 

and information sent out to the DEDE membership, 
please ensure that I have that information no later 
than the 4th of the month. I will then make sure the 
updates are sent by the middle of the month. 

Have a great Spring!

Message from the Student/Postdoctoral Af-
fairs Committee Representative
Daniel Becker, dbecker@uga.edu

We had really nice student and postdoc turnout at 
SICB 2016. For our hosted lunches with faculty in 
DEDE, we had 16 students and postdocs sign up for 
lunch with six faculty members across a range of 
taxa and topics. Based on your feedback, these were 
overall positive and beneficial experiences. We plan 
to organize another series of small lunches for SICB 
2017 in New Orleans, hopefully with several more 
faculty members and spanning additional research 
areas. If you have ideas for how to improve these 
lunches, for DEDE expertise and topics you’d like 
represented, or for other options to facilitate profes-
sional development, please email me with your com-
ments at dbecker@uga.edu. 

In terms of social media, our Facebook page and 
Twitter (@SICBDEDE) accounts have a combined 
150 followers, which is an excellent following for such 
a young division. But we’d also love to see these so-
cial media accounts grow, and so we will continue 
using these as a platform to circulate jobs (REUs, MS 
and PhD, postdocs, faculty, research appointments, 
etc.), new and relevant papers, DEDE-related news 
(relevant conferences, workshops, etc.), and show-
case member accomplishments. I encourage you 
all to look into these and follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter.

Thanks again for the great attendance at SICB 2016 
and a strong student and postdoc showing. We look 
forward to interacting more via social media and see-
ing everyone next year in New Orleans.
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2016 DEDE Best Student Paper Award 
Winners
Award winners in DEDE receive $150 and a subscrip-
tion to Functional Ecology, courtesy of Wiley publish-
ers.

Best Student Poster: Jeffrey Goessling, Auburn 
University
https://guyerlab.wordpress.com/jeff-goessling/
“Seasonal contexts of acute immune responses in 
gopher tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus)”  www.
sicb.org/meetings/2016/schedule/abstractdetails.
php?id=1348

Best Student Oral Presentation: Kendra Smyth, 
Duke University
http://kendrasmyth.weebly.com/
“The costs of being the boss: androgens and in-
nate immunity in a female-dominant species”  www.
sicb.org/meetings/2016/schedule/abstractdetails.
php?id=989

DEDE Minutes of the Business Meeting (click 
here)

2016 Officer Election Nominees
This year DEDE members will vote for a Division 
Chair-Elect, a Program Officer-Elect, and Secretary-
Elect. We are thankful to the nominees for the divi-
sion officer positions for their willingness to serve. 
Please read over the nomination profiles for each 
candidate. Elections will take place in May, so be on 
alert for an email with a link to the election ballot. 

Chair-Elect
Jen Grindstaff

Chair-Elect Candidate, Dr. Jen Grindstaff

Current Position: Associate Professor, Department 
of Integrative Biology, Oklahoma State University, 
Stillwater, OK.

Education: B.A., Knox College (1998); Ph.D., Indi-
ana University (2004).

Professional Experience: Postdoc, Animal Ecol-
ogy, Lund University (2004-2006); Postdoc, Biologi-
cal Sciences, Illinois State University (2006-2007); 
Associate Professor, Oklahoma State University 
(2007-present); Associate Editor, Functional Ecology 
(2010-present).

SICB Activities: Member of DCE, DAB, DEDE; Meet-
ing Participant; Presentation/Poster Judge (DEDE, 
DCE).

Other Memberships: American Ornithologists’ 
Union; Animal Behavior Society; Sigma Xi.

Research Interests: Research in my laboratory in-
tegrates study of the immune, endocrine, and ner-
vous systems to quantify effects on physiology and 
behavior. Some of our current research addresses 
how the early life environment influences adult phe-
notype, the effects of human activity (contaminants, 
supplemental feeding, and noise) on the physiology 
and behavior of wild animals, effects of hormones 
on behavior, and trade-offs between defense mech-
anisms against infection. Our studies employ both 
proximate and ultimate perspectives and are con-
ducted in the field and in the laboratory.

https://guyerlab.wordpress.com/jeff-goessling/
http://www.sicb.org/meetings/2016/schedule/abstractdetails.php?id=1348
http://www.sicb.org/meetings/2016/schedule/abstractdetails.php?id=1348
http://www.sicb.org/meetings/2016/schedule/abstractdetails.php?id=1348
http://kendrasmyth.weebly.com/
http://www.sicb.org/meetings/2016/schedule/abstractdetails.php?id=989
http://www.sicb.org/meetings/2016/schedule/abstractdetails.php?id=989
http://www.sicb.org/meetings/2016/schedule/abstractdetails.php?id=989
http://www.sicb.org/divisions/DEDE/minutes.php3
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Goals Statement: I joined SICB as a graduate stu-
dent, and have always valued the commitment the 
Society exhibits towards student members. This is 
exemplified in the generous travel support, research 
awards, undergraduate poster display, and socials 
for students and post-docs. As a result, SICB en-
joys broad membership and participation by student 
members. If elected Chair of DEDE, I would strive 
to continue and expand the existing support for stu-
dents. I believe this is particularly relevant for DEDE 
because of the strong student participation within 
the division, and within the fields of ecoimmunology 
and disease ecology, more generally. I will also work 
to build relationships with other divisions within SICB 
and to continue to increase the prominence of DEDE 
as a research home for ecoimmunologists and dis-
ease ecologists by supporting society-wide and divi-
sional symposia. 

Travis Wilcoxen 

Chair-Elect Candidate, Dr. Travis Wilcoxen

Current Position: Associate Professor, Biology De-
partment, Millikin University, Decatur, IL.

Education: B.S., Eureka College (2005); Ph.D. Uni-
versity of Memphis (2010).

Professional Experience: Assistant Professor, Mil-
likin University (2010-2016); Zoology Section Editor, 
Transactions of the Illinois State Academy of Science 
(2014-present); Associate Professor, Millikin Univer-
sity (2016-present).

SICB Activities: Member of SICB continuously since 
2006. Secretary of Division of Ecoimmunology and 
Disease Ecology (DEDE; 2014-present); Member 
of DEDE since 2014, and Divisions of Comparative 
Endocrinology (DCE) and of Comparative Physiol-
ogy and Biochemistry (DCPB) since 2006; DCE Best 
Student Paper Judge (2011-2013); DEDE Best Stu-
dent Paper Judge (2014 & 2015). Three-time session 
chair. 

Other Memberships: International Society for Wild-
life Endocrinology (since 2013); American Ornitholo-
gists’ Union (since 2006); Illinois State Academy of 
Science (since 2010; Chair of the Zoology Division 
since 2013, Student Grants Coordinator since 2015); 
Executive Board Member of the Illinois Raptor Center 
(since 2013). 

Research Interests: My research interests lie in 
three focal areas: stress and immune function in 
birds and amphibians; supplemental food and im-
mune function in free-living songbirds; nutrition, 
disease prevalence, and immune function in birds of 
prey. 

Goals Statement: The Society for Integrative and 
Comparative Biology was the first, and has always 
been the best, scientific meeting in which I have par-
ticipated. For me, membership in SICB has facilitated 
multiple collaborations, opportunities, and friend-
ships. SICB regularly serves as a forum in which 
nearly all biology has a home and with the growth of 
many new, integrative studies in ecoimmunology and 
disease ecology, I am so pleased to have served as 
the founding Secretary of this division. I am a strong 
advocate for undergraduate research and, as a fac-
ulty member at a university with only undergradu-
ates in biology, I always encourage these students to 
pursue ‘big’ science despite attending a small school. 
Serving as Chair of a division of a large, national 
scientific organization such as SICB would provide 
further evidence to those students that their work 
truly ‘belongs’ here. High-quality leadership from a 
collection of dedicated division officers is critical for 
any of the divisions to succeed; indeed, this will be 
even more important for this division in these early 
years as we work to find ways to increase member-
ship, increase visibility of the division, and increase 
our involvement in SICB. Serving as the next Chair 
for the Division of Ecoimmunology and Disease Ecol-
ogy would fulfill one of my personal goals of serving 
as a leader within the scientific community at the 
national level. As Chair, I will make strong leader-
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ship contributions and, most importantly, ensure that 
my decisions and recommendations are informed by 
the general membership and that we take necessary 
next steps to solidify the place of DEDE within the 
Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology. 

Program Officer-Elect
Greg Demas

Program Officer-Elect Candidate, Dr. Greg Demas

Current Position: Professor and Associate Chair, 
Ecology, Evolution and Behavior (EEB) Program, De-
partment of Biology, Indiana University.

Education: B.A., Psychology, Millersville University 
(1991); M.S., Experimental Psychology, Villanova 
University (1993); Ph.D., Biopsychology, Johns Hop-
kins University (1998). 

Professional Experience: Post-doc, Biology, Geor-
gia State University (1998-2001); Professor, Biology 
(2001- ); Associate Editor, American Naturalist, Jour-
nal of Experimental Zoology A, International Journal 
of Zoology; Editorial Board, Hormones and Behavior; 
Secretary, Society for Behavioral Neuroendocrinol-
ogy (2011-13); Co-author, Ecoimmunology (OUP, 
2011). Co-editor, special issue on “Immune-Neuro-
endocrine Interactions: Implications for Integrative 
and Comparative Biologists” to appear in Hormones 
and Behavior (2016).

SICB Activities: Member (2001-present); Judge 
(DAB, DCE); Candidate for DEDE Chair (2013); Co-
organizer of symposia, “Bridging the Gap between 
Ecoimmunology and Disease Ecology” (2011) and 
“Mechanisms and Methods in Ecological Immunolo-
gy” (2014); symposium speaker (2011, 2014, 2016).

Other Memberships: Animal Behavior Society; 
Society for Behavioral Neuroendocrinology; North 
American Society for Comparative Endocrinology.

Research Interests: The primary goal of my labo-
ratory’s research is to apply an integrative approach 
to understanding the interactions among the ner-
vous, endocrine and immune systems and behavior 
within ecologically relevant environmental contexts. 
Ongoing research in my laboratory focuses on inves-
tigating seasonal changes in immune function, acute 
phase responses, and sickness behaviors from both 
ultimate and proximate perspectives. 

Goals Statement: I have participated in SICB for 
the past 15 years and have always appreciated the 
meeting’s focus on physiology and behavior from a 
broadly integrative perspective that includes ecologi-
cal and evolutionary approaches. The recent creation 
of DEDE provides unique challenges and also excit-
ing opportunities. At its core, the goal of DEDE is 
to bring together researchers in the areas of ecoim-
munology and disease ecology and provide a new 
forum to present research in these areas. SICB has 
traditionally been a vibrant home for ecoimmunology 
and disease ecology research; as Program Officer my 
primary focus will be to build upon the research di-
versity within this new division by encouraging the 
development of innovative and creative divisional 
and society-wide symposia that continue to bridge 
these complementary areas. I will also strive to en-
hance opportunities for professional development 
and student networking. My goal as Program Offi-
cer is to ensure that DEDE continues to develop as 
the intellectual home for ecoimmunology and disease 
ecology and remains well-represented programmati-
cally within the larger society.
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Secretary-Elect
James S. Adelman

Secretary-Elect Candidate, Dr. James Adelman

Current Position: Assistant Professor, Natural Re-
source Ecology and Management, Iowa State Univer-
sity, Ames, IA.

Education: B.S. Duke University (1999); Ph.D. 
Princeton University (2010).

Professional Experience: Assistant Professor, 
Iowa State University (2015-present); Postdoctoral 
Associate, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA (2011-2014, 
Advisor: Dana Hawley); Postdoctoral Fellow, Smith-
sonian Institution, Washington, DC (2011, Advisor: 
Peter Marra); Postdoctoral Research Associate and 
Lecturer, Max Plank Institute for Ornithology, Radolf-
zell, Germany, and Princeton University, Princeton, 
NJ (2010-2011, Advisor: Michaela Hau).

SICB Activities: Member since 2006; Symposium 
co-chair, “Methods and Mechanisms in Ecoimmunol-
ogy” (2014); Session chair (2010-2016); Judge for 
Best Student Paper (DCPB and DEDE, 2012-2016); 
Student worker (2008-2009).

Other Memberships: American Ornithologist’s 
Union.

Research Interests: I am a disease ecologist 
broadly interested in how variation in organismal 
traits influences population-level processes. Specifi-
cally, I’m interested in how individual variation in im-
mune and behavioral responses to infection alter the 
transmission and evolution of wildlife pathogens.

Goals Statement: When people ask what profes-
sional meetings I typically attend, I often end up say-
ing something like, “I grew up going to SICB.”  Since 
my first meeting, in Orlando in 2006, the Society’s 
emphasis on encouraging student research was ab-

solutely crucial in honing my research questions, ex-
panding my methods, and developing a network of 
supportive colleagues and mentors—in short, grow-
ing as a scientist. I’ve been thrilled to see this same 
process support the high quality of ecoimmunology 
and disease ecology research presented at recent 
meetings and I’m proud to be part of the nascent 
DEDE division. As DEDE Secretary, I would help 
build on the division’s recent success and expansion, 
maintaining our records and continuing to reach out 
to our members (and beyond) through the newslet-
ter. In addition, through contacts with a broad range 
of researchers from veterinarians to microbiologists, 
I would help recruit new membership, enhancing the 
division’s diversity of research topics and taxa. I very 
much welcome the opportunity to serve the society 
where I grew up, helping the DEDE continue to grow 
as well.

Ken A. Field
Secretary-Elect Candidate, Dr. Ken Field

Current Position: Associate Professor of Biology, 
Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA. 

Education: B.S. University of Vermont (1990); Ph.D. 
Cornell University (1997).

Professional Experience: Associate Professor, 
Bucknell University (2009-present); Assistant Pro-
fessor, Bucknell University (2002-2009); Postdoctor-
al Research, University of California, San Francisco 
(1997-2002).

SICB Activities: Editorial Board Member, Integra-
tive and Comparative Biology, DEDE Representative 
(2014-2020); Member of DEDE since 2014. DEDE 
Best Student Paper Judge (2015); Session Co-chair 
(2016); Meet the PI Lunch Mentor (2016).
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Other Memberships: American Association of Im-
munologists (since 1996).

Research Interests: I have a background in “clas-
sical” immunology, where I have used a model or-
ganism to study immune cell signaling, cytokine 
function, and T cell subset differentiation. For the 
last six years, my research has focused on a non-
model system (bats) and the study of how immune 
responses are involved in white-nose syndrome and 
zoonotic disease transmission. I use next-generation 
sequencing approaches to bypass the traditional lim-
itations of working with non-model organisms. Using 
this approach, I have found that, during hibernation, 
bats with white-nose syndrome can mount a partial 
immune response to the fungus that causes white-
nose syndrome.

Goals Statement: I will be happy to serve as Sec-
retary for DEDE because I think that this division of 
SICB represents a critical home for ecoimmunology 
and disease ecology. This field of study is rapidly 
changing with the application of high-throughput se-
quencing methods. My experience with these meth-
ods and my background in classical immunology will 
allow me to support my colleagues in this division. I 
am a strong supporter of the involvement of under-
graduate students in research and I will continue to 
promote student involvement within DEDE. I am also 
an active advocate for inclusion and I will continue 
to support mentorship opportunities to extend the 
inclusiveness of our organization.

Convention Center, Portland Oregon


