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John Zardus perched high above 
us along the Columbia River Gorge, 
east of Portland, Oregon

Message from the Chair
John Zardus, Chair.DIZ@sicb.org

Dear DIZ,

Midterms are upon most of us and 
summer has become a distant mem-
ory (at least for those of us in the 
Northern hemisphere). Hopefully, 
the past season of productive re-
search and splendid adventures is 
keeping you motivated and inspired. 

Come share your findings and stories from the year with the rest of 
us January 3-7 at the annual SICB meeting at the Oregon Conven-
tion Center in downtown Portland, Oregon. Portland will be an excit-
ing place to hold our annual meeting; attractive and welcoming, it 
has an easy public transit system, lots of great cultural and culinary 
offerings and a moderate winter climate.

One of the big events at the meeting for DIZ will be our auction 
on Wednesday, January 6th at 7:30 PM. Held every three years 
to raise money for the Libbie H. Hyman Memorial Scholarship, the 
auction promises to be as entertaining as it is munificent. Our Past-
Chair, Jim McClintock, is heading up the committee for the event 
and is ready to parlay your invertebrate-themed treasure into in-
vertebrate-based knowledge and a life-changing, field station ex-
perience for a student. The Hyman scholarship was set up to aid 
students in taking a course or conducting research on invertebrates 
at a marine, freshwater, or terrestrial field station. Each year one 
graduate or undergraduate student is selected to receive the award 
(or two students in fiscally favorable years) and the auction is an 
important effort in sustaining this endeavor. This year we are hop-
ing to surpass the $5,700 raised at our last very successful auction 
in 2013, but the DIZ officers and Libbie Hyman auction committee 
need your help. Please consider helping the Libbie Hyman fund by 
contributing to this auction, both by bringing your checkbook and 
by donating items for bidding. In the past we’ve had everything 
from invertebrate-themed handicrafts to fine art, books and micro-
scopes. Knit nudibranchs have been especially popular! If you are 
an artist/crafter/maker of any kind, please consider making some-
thing for this effort! Or perhaps you have paraphernalia related to 
well-known zoologists that you’d like to donate? Anything that you 
think your fellow SICB members would be moved to bid on would be 
welcome. If you have goods or services to donate, please let 
DIZ know what you plan to bring by emailing Mike Berger, 
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msberger@wsu.edu as soon as possible. Items 
can be brought to the meeting, or shipped ahead of 
time to: Michael J. Baltzley, Department of Biology, 
Western Oregon University, 345 N. Monmouth Ave., 
Monmouth, OR  97361. Questions can be directed to 
Sarah Berke, sberke@siena.edu.

The Portland meeting will be perhaps the largest 
meeting yet. See the message from Bruno Pernet, 
our Program Officer, in this newsletter for stats and 
highlights. I just want to call your attention to the DIZ 
Business Meeting which will be held Tuesday, January 
5th at 5:45-6:30 PM. Come listen to reports from the 
division’s officers and learn how the division stands 
fiscally, where it is headed programmatically and how 
you can participate. There will also be some changing 
of the guard at this meeting as our current Secretary, 
Jonathan Allen, steps down and Sarah Berke steps up. 
I would personally like to thank Jon for all his diligent 
efforts in keeping us organized. I’ve appreciated his 
steady reliability and good-natured prodding. I look 
forward very much to working with Sarah. DIZ vacan-
cies that are coming open January, 2017 will be an-
nounced at the meeting and nomination of candidates 
will begin for inclusion in the spring newsletter. If you 
have new (or old) business items that you would like 
included on the agenda for the meeting please contact 
me in advance.

Another endeavor of DIZ at the SICB meeting will be 
the Best Student Presentation competition which is 
again under the stellar organization of Anne Boett-
ger. Monetary awards will be given in the categories 
of best oral and best poster presentation. In addition, 
one competitor from either the oral or poster category 
will be selected for the Adrian M. Wenner Strong Infer-
ence Award based on how well the presentation meets 
the standards of strong inference as explained on the 
DIZ awards page of the SICB website. As a reminder 
for the competition, the student must be sole author 
or senior author of the paper/poster and, as such, 
have conceived of and executed a substantial share of 
the reported research. Students who wish to sign up 
for the competition will have done so when submitting 
their abstracts. However, we will soon be looking for 
DIZ members willing to stand as judges. If you are 
interested or willing to judge we would be delighted to 
have you contact us in advance. 

As we sail towards year’s end I hope you are eagerly 
anticipating a new year of satisfaction and discovery 
with invertebrates. Thanks for your membership in 

the society and your piece of the “invertebrate brain 
trust.” I look forward to seeing you in January in Port-
land if you are there or learning of your work wher-
ever it may appear.

Warm regards, John

Portland street art suggests that the city is particularly 
welcoming to DIZ members. That’s Physalia, right? 
Oh wait… better bring an umbrella. Photo by Bruno 
Pernet.

Message from the Program Officer
Bruno Pernet, DPO.DIZ@sicb.org

Hello DIZers! The SICB Program Committee just fin-
ished an efficient and productive weekend meeting, 
during which we scheduled the 1667 abstracts (1038 
oral, 629 poster) submitted for the 2016 Portland (Or-
egon) meeting, organized business meetings and so-
cials, explored the meeting site and surroundings, and 
evaluated symposia for the 2017 New Orleans meet-
ing. DIZ was represented not only by me, but also 
by Chair John Zardus, who was there primarily in his 
other role as The Crustacean Society Program Officer, 
but was available for consultation on DIZ business.

1667 abstracts makes this yet another very large, very 
busy meeting! Of the 12 symposia that will be run-
ning at the meeting, DIZ is co-sponsoring six: Para-
sites and Pests in Motion: Biology, Biodiversity and Cli-
mate Change (Christopher Boyko & Jason Williams); 
Extraocular, Nonvisual, and Simple Photoreceptors 
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(Thomas Cronin & Sönke Johnsen); The Morphologi-
cal Diversity of Intromittent Organs (Brandon Moore 
& Diane Kelly); Integrative and Comparative Biology 
of Venom (Marymegan Daly & Lisle Gibbs); Beyond 
the Mean: Biological Impacts of Changing Patterns of 
Temperature Variation (Michael Dillon, Art Woods, & 
Michael Sears); and Tapping the Power of Crustacean 
Transcriptomes to Address Grand Challenges in Com-
parative Biology (Donald Mykles, Karen Burnett, Da-
vid Durica, & Jonathon Stillman).

In addition to these symposia, there will be a day-long 
special session of talks and posters that will likely be 
of interest to many DIZ members: Annelids: In Mem-
ory of Kristian Fauchald. This session was organized 
by Damhnait McHugh and myself, and is intended to 
celebrate Kristian’s legacy as a systematist, taxono-
mist, teacher, and mentor.

A eunicid polychaete from the Red Sea. Photo courte-
sy of Jenna Moore, Florida Museum of Natural History.

The meeting will begin Sunday the 3rd of January with 
a plenary address by Dr. Terrie Williams, and the so-
ciety-wide opening mixer. The symposia listed above 
and oral presentation sessions (from 4-7 Jan), and 
three days of afternoon poster sessions (4-6 Jan) form 
the core of the meeting, but as usual, there will be a 
number of special lectures, workshops, and socials. 
The DIZ Business Meeting will be held from 5:45 PM 
to 6:30 PM on Tuesday the 5th. Once business time is 
over, we will then turn to fun: on Wednesday the 6th 
we will have a hopefully enormous joint social with 
the divisions of Evolutionary Developmental Biology, 
Phylogenetics and Comparative Biology, Ecology and 
Evolution, the American Microscopical Society, and the 
Crustacean Society starting at 6:30 PM. At 7:30 PM, 
the social will morph into the always entertaining auc-
tion in support of the Libbie Hyman Memorial Scholar-
ship fund! Don’t miss it – these auctions only come 

around every 3rd year or so, and where else are you 
going to be able to obtain a complete set of Hyman’s 
The Invertebrates, or a hand-knit stuffed snail, or a 
sculpture of a chaetopterid larva? (Having obtained 
the last item at the 2013 auction, and an abstract 
painting of an adult chaetopterid at the 2004 auction, 
I suspect that I am one of the very few people in the 
world to have an entire life cycle of chaetopterid art 
on display in his house. Both made, of course, by DIY-
capable DIZ members!). Anyway – don’t miss it! The 
meeting will end with the Moore Lecture and another 
society-wide social on the afternoon of Thursday the 
7th.

The meeting will be held at the Oregon Convention 
Center in Portland. The Convention Center looks like 
a great venue for our meeting – all the oral presenta-
tion rooms are quite close to each other, so movement 
among sessions should be easy. And just a few steps 
from that concentration of rooms is the exhibit hall, 
which also contains several cafes/restaurants that will 
be operational during the meeting. One room will be 
dedicated for childcare. The convention center will 
not have free wireless throughout, but there will be 
several hotspots for free wireless access distributed 
through the building.

Portland, of course, is a fantastic city for food and cof-
fee and beer and books … and you can find sources of 
all of those things not far from the convention center. 
Immediately adjacent to the convention center are 
stops for city buses as well as the light rail system. 
Between those, you can get anywhere in the city fairly 
rapidly. Note that included in your registration packet 
will be a “TriMet” pass good for the whole meeting – 
this pass allows you unlimited access on buses and 
light rail. So if you’re flying into PDX and taking light 
rail to your hotel, just buy a one-way ticket ($2.50), 
since you’ll be picking up a pass good for the rest of 
the meeting at registration. 

The Doubletree by Hilton Portland (0.5 miles from the 
convention center) is the main meeting hotel, but SICB 
has established meeting rates with four other nearby 
hotels as well. Make reservations here: https://aws.
passkey.com/event/13856072/owner/3232/
home 

As noted above, the Program Committee spent part of 
the past few days beginning to plan the program for 
New Orleans in 2017. We selected eleven symposium 
proposals for development for that meeting; look for 
further details in the spring newsletter. It’s also not too 

https://aws.passkey.com/event/13856072/owner/3232/home
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soon to be thinking ahead to the San Francisco meet-
ing in 2018. The deadline for submitting symposium 
proposals for San Francisco will be in August 2016, so 
you have nearly a year to come up with ideas, contact 
colleagues, and work with the divisional Program Of-
ficers in developing your plans. The number of sym-
posia per meeting is usually 10 to 12, and it often 
happens that more proposals are submitted than can 
be accommodated. So it pays to do your homework 
(read the symposium proposal guidelines on the SICB 
website), plan early, and get as much feedback as 
possible along the way from divisional and society 
Program Officers to improve your chances. I would 
love to help – please contact me if you have ideas!

Finally, at this upcoming Portland meeting, please 
consider submitting one or more entries to the Ameri-
can Microscopical Society’s Ralph and Mildred Buchs-
baum Prize for Excellence in Photomicrography. There 
are separate categories for color and black-and-white 
photomicrographs. Photomicrographs taken using any 
type of electron or light microscopy are eligible. The 
contest is open to all SICB meeting participants, and 
each participant can submit up to three entries. Previ-
ous winners and the complete rules can be viewed on 
the AMS website (http://amicros.org/?page_id=9). 
The winning images will be published in the first 2017 
issue of Invertebrate Biology, an AMS journal co-
sponsored by DIZ. 

I look forward to seeing you in Portland in January! 

A eunicid polychaete read Bruno’s PO report and be-
gins posing for its photoshoot on the banks of the Red 
Sea. Photo courtesy of Jenna Moore, Florida Museum 
of Natural History.

Message from the Secretary
Jonathan Allen, Secretary.DIZ@sicb.org

Happy Fall DIZ! As my colleagues have noted above 
and below, there are many wonderful reasons to be 
an active member of SICB and DIZ. The dedication 
of the members of the DIZ to bringing students to 
our annual meeting, judging posters and talks (Don’t 
forget to sign up! See Anne’s note below!) and orga-
nizing symposia is truly impressive. I think we have 
many reasons to be proud of our divisional represen-
tation at SICB. 

One additional reason to be excited about the future 
of the DIZ is that we are welcoming a new DIZ Sec-
retary as of January 2016: Dr. Sarah Berke from Si-
ena College. Many of you know Sarah well from our 
annual meetings, from her active and impressive re-
search program and from her work at familiar field 
stations like the Friday Harbor Labs. I will do my best 
to make sure Sarah’s transition to DIZ Secretary is a 
smooth one. The DIZ membership is lucky to have 
her on board and I know she will make our already 
productive Division even better. 

In terms of the upcoming meeting, I will simply restate 
some of the matters highlighted in the other reports: 
1) the Libbie Hyman auction is always a huge hit and 
we need your participation as donors of items; 2) the 
judging of posters and talks is tremendously impor-
tant and rewarding service so, if you can participate, 
please do so; 3) the DIZ historically has tremendous 
representation among symposia at annual meetings 
so consider seriously the request for symposia ideas. 

Finally, I try and make notes about our general mem-
bership in this space from time to time. In short, and 
as you could have guessed from the large numbers 
of abstracts that Bruno reported, the Society is in ex-
cellent shape in terms of overall membership. As of 
September, the Society-wide membership (and that 
of DIZ) is nearly identical to what it was in 2014. One 
item of note is the long-term (going back 15 years at 
least) trend of increasing membership by both gradu-
ate students and undergraduate students. I view this 
as a positive for our Society and our Division as I think 
most of our future full members will be recruited to 
our Society as student members who came to SICB 
as one of their first professional meetings. 

As this will be my final report as Secretary, I want to 
be sure to thank all of my colleagues who have made 
my job easy. Special thanks to the current and past 
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DIZ leadership (i.e., the folks who wrote reports for 
this newsletter), to my predecessor Erika Iyengar for 
helping show me the ropes and to my successor Sarah 
Berke for being willing to take the reins!

A polynoid worm as photographed by SPDAC repre-
sentative Jenna Moore, Florida Museum of Natural 
History

Message from the Student-Postdoctoral 
Affairs Committee Representative
Jenna Moore

Hello everyone! 2015 has truly been the year of the 
worms – the first International Polychaete Day was 
celebrated on July 1 around the world in honor of the 
late, great annelid biologist Kristian Fauchald. I hope 
you are all looking forward to the special SICB session 
at the 2016 Portland meeting: “Annelids: In Memory 
of Kristian Fauchald,” organized by our own Damhnait 
McHugh and Bruno Pernet.

Deadlines for student and postdoc support to attend 
the Portland meeting, and SICB research grants are 
coming up: all deadlines for SICB-wide student grants 
this year are on October 20, 2015! 

At the 2016 annual meeting, your friendly Student 
and Postdoctoral Affairs Committee (SPDAC) repre-
sentatives will be staffing a table in the exhibitor hall 
to tell you all about student grant opportunities (such 
as these: http://www. sicb.org/grants/exter-
nalgrants.php), hear your thoughts on student and 
postdoctoral affairs, offer useful tips on applying for 
jobs, and much more. SPDAC will also offer a lunch 
hour workshop on navigating career transitions during 
the meeting, specifically for students and postdocs. 
You can get updates through social media during the 
2016 meeting – on invertebrate happenings by liking 

the SICB DIZ Facebook page (facebook.com/SICB-
DIZ), or get more student/postdoc-oriented updates 
by following SPDAC on twitter @SICB_SPDAC. See 
you in Portland!

 A 

Spionid worm continues the annelid photo bonanza. 
Photo credit, Jenna Moore, Florida Museum of Natural 
History

Message from the Student Awards 
Committee Chair 
Anne Boettger

Another meeting is almost upon us, and we are happy 
to announce that we have 46 student presentations 
(27 posters and 19 oral presentations) registered for 
consideration as Best Student Paper and Poster Pre-
sentation awards. We would therefore like to encour-
age all post-graduate members who are attending the 
meeting in Portland, Oregon, to sign up as judges. 
Attendees will have the option to sign up as a judge in 
the checkout section of their online registration. In ad-
dition, you are also welcome to sign up as a judge by 
contacting me directly at aboettger@wcupa.edu. Due 
to the large presentation numbers this year, we would 
like to ask all judges to referee 5 or fewer presenta-
tions. Please help us continue the DIZ’s established 
history of valuing student presentations by signing 
up as a judge to evaluate student presentations and 
provide students with valuable comments that will aid 
them with future presentations.

Judges will be able to choose presentations they are 
willing to evaluate via the online program for the SICB 
meeting at Portland, which will hopefully be available 

http://www.sicb.org/grants/externalgrants.php
http://www.sicb.org/grants/externalgrants.php
https://www.facebook.com/SICBDIZ?_rdr=p
https://www.facebook.com/SICBDIZ?_rdr=p
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later in October or November. At that time judges 
should go online and select the DIZ talks or posters 
they want to judge: first come, first served. When the 
schedule is complete, I will email your assignments 
and judging instructions - typically in late December. 
Forms to evaluate posters and talks will be provided 
to all at the time of registration. An envelope with your 
name, your assignments and the appropriate number 
of evaluation forms will be left for you at the registra-
tion desk. If you would prefer to receive the forms as 
electronic versions instead, please feel free to contact 
me.

I would like to thank all past DIZ judges for their time 
and effort, and ask for their continued help. If you 
have not volunteered as a judge, I strongly encour-
age you to consider volunteering. It is great fun and 
a wonderful way to help the division. Judges are often 
in short supply yet necessary to continue to offer stu-
dent awards. Judges’ comments are meaningful and 
important to prepare students for future presenta-
tions and help shape their future research questions. 
If you have any questions regarding the duties of a 
judge, please do not hesitate to email me at aboett-
ger@wcupa.edu.

We look forward to seeing everyone in Portland in 
January 2016!

2015 Libbie Hyman Scholarship recipient Antonin 
Crumiere, working with water striders at the STRI fa-
cility in Gamboa during the Tropical Behavioral Ecol-
ogy and Evolution Course. (Photo credit: A. Pil-Holm)

Message from the Libbie Hyman 
Scholarship Selection Committee Chair
Jennifer Burnaford, Committee Chair

Our two 2015 Libbie Hyman Memorial Scholarship 
recipients made excellent use of their award funds! 
Antonin Crumiere, a graduate student in the lab of 
Abderrahman Khila at the Institut de Génomique 
Fonctionnelle de Lyon, used the $1500 award to sup-
port attendance in the Tropical Behavioral Ecology 
and Evolution Course at the Smithsonian Tropical Re-
search Institute in Gamboa, Panama. He had this to 
say about his experience: 

“I really enjoyed the Tropical Behavioral Ecology and 
Evolution course organized by the University of Co-
penhagen at Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute 
(STRI) in Panama. I expected a lot from the course to 
learn how to conduct scientific research in the rainfor-
est and at a field station and I was not disappointed! 
The course ran during 26 days in Gamboa and was 
organized around personal projects that we built be-
fore we got to Panama. We went to the field to collect 
our respective model systems; ants for the majority of 
the students and water striders in my case. Then we 
brought insects to the facilities of STRI school house 
to conduct experiments. The fieldwork was an amaz-
ing opportunity to discover the large biodiversity of 
tropical rainforest! 

The main challenge I met was to adapt my project de-
pending on the species I was able to find because I did 
not find the one I needed for my initial project. There-
fore I compared several physiological and behavioral 
characteristics of water strider species from different 
habitats; permanent habitats as shadowy creeks and 
temporary habitats as puddles exposed to the sun. 
My results highlighted differences in the lifestyle, ther-
mal tolerance and diversity of species living in each 
habitat. These results directly contribute to my thesis 
work on the knowledge of species adaptation and the 
impact on subsequent diversification.

Exchanges with people were primordial for good brain-
storming and the friendly environment of the course 
was a fantastic chance to really interact with class-
mates, postdocs and established researchers from dif-
ferent countries. It was nice to discuss science, scien-
tific careers and personal stories. This month greatly 
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contributed to developing our scientific skills because 
supervisors were really pushing us to improve our re-
spective projects but it was also a unique experience 
in our life and I am sure we will stay in touch in the 
future.”

Antonin’s study organism: a water strider from the 
family Gerridae (Hemiptera, Heteroptera, Gerromor-
pha) (Photo credit: A. Pil-Holm)

2015 Libbie Hyman Scholarship recipient Caitlin Boas 
with echinoderms during a field trip with the Marine In-
vertebrate Zoology course at the University of Wash-
ington Friday Harbor Labs. (Photo credit: L. Chang)

Caitlin Boas, a Ph.D. student in the lab of Seth 
Finnegan at the University of California Berkeley, used 
her $1500 award to support her participation in the 
Marine Invertebrate Zoology summer course at the 

University of Washington Friday Harbor Laboratories. 
Here is how she described her experience:

“Flat worms and sea stars and hydroids, oh my! These 
are just a few of the many organisms that I was ex-
posed to this summer in the Marine Invertebrate Zool-
ogy course at Friday Harbor Laboratories. Not only did 
we cover all animal phyla in the daily lectures, but we 
also explored the multiple marine habitats surround-
ing the San Juan Islands - and were introduced to 
living representatives from nearly 20 phyla! In addi-
tion to investigating each of these phyla in both the 
field and lab, each student chose a group of animals 
to sequence as part of a DNA barcoding project. As a 
paleontologist, I couldn’t help myself from sequencing 
a few specimens from Calliostoma, a genus of marine 
gastropod that also appears in many of the Creta-
ceous systems that I focus on for my Ph.D. research. 
Having only worked with fossils prior to this summer, 
this was my first time actually studying “the squishy 
parts.” Our work this summer will contribute towards 
the documentation of biodiversity not just at Friday 
Harbor, but the marine world as a whole. I am excited 
to begin my second year of graduate school with a ho-
listic understanding of marine ecosystems, from both 
my previous work studying them through deep time, 
and now with a first-hand experience observing them 
in the modern age. I look forward to maintaining rela-
tionships with the students and faculty as we continue 
in our careers, and I’m proud to be part of the Friday 
Harbor Family!”
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Caitlin (far right) and other members of the Marine In-
vertebrate Zoology Course explore the intertidal zone 
during a low tide field trip. (Photo credit: L. Chang)

These two accounts clearly demonstrate the types 
of transformative experiences that the Libbie Hyman 
Scholarship is intended to support. We again acknowl-
edge the generous support of our fund donors, includ-
ing Dr. Jarid Simons, whose contribution enabled us 
to offer two awards in 2015. We continue to encour-
age contributions to the Scholarship Fund to allow us 
to expand our support for students as they explore 
the field of invertebrate biology. To make a contribu-
tion, click on ‘Donate to SICB’ on the SICB home page 
(http://sicb.org) or send donations to:

SICB Business Office
Libbie H. Hyman Memorial Scholarship Fund
1313 Dolley Madison Blvd., Suite 402
McLean, VA 22101

Checks should be made payable to SICB and marked 
as a “Contribution to the Libbie H. Hyman Memorial 
Scholarship Fund.” All contributions are tax deduct-
ible. 

I thank Will Jaeckle and Dawn Vaughn for their service 
on the committee, and Ruedi Birenheide for making 
the web-based application process work smoothly. 
Applications in 2016 will be due on Monday Febru-
ary 8, so mark your calendars! The application form 
is available at http://sicb.org/grants/hyman/. If 
you or your students have questions about the ap-
plication process, please feel free to contact me via 
email (my address is available at that site). Please en-
courage your best students to apply!

http://sicb.org
http://sicb.org/grants/hyman/

