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DAB’s 2019 Best Student Presentation Competitions
Seven students have been selected to compete in this year’s Marlene Zuk 
Award for Best Student Presentation. Our judging panel, composed of the 
DAB executive committee, Chair-elect Kendra Sewall, and Marlene Zuk Award 
winner Sydney Hope selected these finalists on the basis of their extended 
abstracts. The finalists are (in alphabetical order): Clara Fannjiang, Clara Howell, 
Alayna Mackiewicz, Jenna Pruett, Natalie Roberts, Heather Smith, Ummat 
Somjee. These students will each present the results of their research in a 
special “Zuk Award” session on the afternoon of Friday January 4th from 1:30-
3:30pm. Please join us in congratulating these finalists! 

 We will also have more than 30 students competing for the Elizabeth Adkins-
Regan Award for Best Student Poster in the poster sessions. If you are inter-
ested in serving as a judge in the poster competition, please indicate your 
interest when you register for the conference, or contact DAB Secretary Erica 
Westerman at Secretary.DAB@sicb.org. 

Message from the Chair
Jennifer Gumm, Chair.DAB@sicb.org

Dear DAB Members,

 Greetings! It’s been a busy few months for SICB as planning for the upcoming 
meeting is in full swing. I was fortunate to attend the recent PO planning meeting 
in Tampa in October. In addition to seeing the over 1800 abstracts for the 
upcoming meeting, it was fascinating to see how the sessions are built and what 
all goes into creating ‘The Board’ of session sticky notes. 
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It’s a delicate dance that must take into account BSP sessions, 
symposia, number of talks, number of seats, and more! One 
important thing I learned is that the session tags you select matter 
more than you think! The first tag selected is used in the first pass 
of sorting abstracts. If you are torn between 2, or not sure, think 
of the other types of talks that would also select that tag — are 
you in good company? There are also subtle differences between 
very similar topics such as sensory biology, animal communica-
tion and neuroethology. Looking at previous programs may be 
helpful in choosing the best topic for your presentation. Even if it 
is not where you thought your presentation might go, it might be 
in the perfect session! And if not... POs share and trade abstracts 
to try to get the best fit for all presenters!

 As usual, some of our best talks will be featured in the Marlene 
Zuk Award session on Friday, January 4th from 1:30-3:30. Posters 
in the Elizabeth Adkins-Regan Award competition will be given 
throughout the poster sessions on each night of the meeting. 
We have over 30 students in the poster competition, so try to see 
them all! While it will be a busy meeting, we hope you will also 
join us at our business meeting on Friday, January 4th at 5:45 to 
discuss how we can strengthen our division. 

 At the end of the 2019 meeting, Kendra Sewell will take over as 
our new Division Chair. Kendra has judged our BSP competitions 
and has also organized symposia for SICB. She has some great 
ideas for the Divisions’ efforts on behalf of students, diversity, and 
outreach. The Division is heading in a great direction. 

 As I move on, I must thank those who helped me in this posi-
tion, especially the other DAB committee members: Diana Hews, 
Alison Welch, Michele Johnson, Scott MacDougall Shackleton, and 
Erica Westerman. Serving as DAB Chair has been a fantastic expe-
rience and I am grateful for the opportunity as it allowed me to get 
to know so many other DAB & SICB researchers (and bug them 
to submit a symposium idea or run for a position!). It has been 
exciting to work with and see the talented researchers that make 
up our student population. Finally, I am proud to have served an 
organization that truly values diversity and takes actions towards 
inclusiveness. SICB, and DAB, are incredibly special and I urge you 
to get more involved as well.

 See you in Tampa!

Sincerely, 
Jenny Gumm 

Message from the Program Officer
Scott MacDougall-Shackleton, DPO.DAB@sicb.org 

The 2019 SICB meeting in Florida is shaping up to be another 
great one. There were over 250 abstracts submitted with an 
animal behavior topic selected in the first choice of topics. 
And of course, animal behavior was well represented in 
abstracts submitted to other areas as well. The DAB is helping 
to sponsor symposia on Integrative Plant Biology, The Scale 
of Sickness, Stress Phenotype, and the Dynamic Nature of the 
Environment (see website for full titles). 

Tampa looks to be a great venue, and SICB continues be at 
the forefront of making its meetings inclusive, with improved 
options for parents who need childcare and allocated space 
for breastfeeding. I’m proud to be a member of such a progres-
sive and inclusive organization.

The SICB program officers are finalizing the symposia for 
the 2020 meeting in Austin TX, but it is never too late to start 
thinking about symposium topics for the 2021 meeting in 
Washington DC. If you have the precursors of an idea, feel free 
to discuss it with me and I will be happy to help you through 
the process.

Planning for the 2019 SICB meeting in Tampa
Please don’t forget that presenters must register by November 
6, 2018 and early registration discounts end on December 4th!

 The meeting will be held at the Tampa Marriott Waterside and 
Tampa Convention Center. Please remember to make hotel 
reservations early! Child care will be provided for free this year 
by Preferred Sitters, the same group that has provided care 

The view from our 2019 SICB Meeting venue
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at SICB for the last 4 years. To register for childcare, send an 
e-mail to: preferredsitters@msn.com. The email must include 
the following information: Full name, telephone number, 
email address, childrens’ names, ages and any special instruc-
tions/needs. Additional information is available on the meet-
ings travel page: sicb.org/meetings/2019/travel.php. Please 
register by December 4th if you would like to take advantage 
of this wonderful opportunity. 

Message from the Secretary
Erica Westerman, Secretary.DAB@sicb.org 

Looking forward to seeing you all in Tampa this January! As 
I write my first Fall DAB Newsletter, I wanted to draw your 
attention to the new section of our newsletter highlighting 
funding opportunities for graduate students and postdocs 
in animal behavior. I hope to build this section with relevant 
Fall and Spring dates, so if you have a funding opportunity 
you would like me to include, please contact me at Secretary.
DAB@sicb.org. 

The Best Student Presentation competitions are always a 
highlight of our annual meeting. DAB supports one of the 
largest and most dynamic BSP competitions in our society, 
and these competitions are made possible by the dedication 
of the many DAB judges. As you prepare for Tampa, please 
consider serving as a judge for this year’s poster competition 
— your thoughtful critiques of our students’ work are critical 
for this competition and are always much appreciated by the 
students. 

 Our division has an ever-increasing presence on social 
media, and as you prepare for Tampa, make sure to check 
out @SICB_DAB on Twitter, or join the “SICB Division of Animal 
Behavior” group on Facebook. There’s always a lot to share 
in the weeks and months leading up to the annual meeting! 
You also have the opportunity to participate in SICB’s online 
Researchers Database. If you would like to have your infor-
mation included in this database, please send me a word 
document or PDF with your name, a brief description of your 
work, and a high-resolution .jpg photograph, at Secretary.
DAB@sicb.org.

Message from the Student/Postdoctoral 
Affairs Committee Representative
Sydney Hope

At this year’s meeting, the Student-Postdoctoral Affairs 
Committee (SPDAC) will host a brown-bag lunch workshop to 
help you improve the quality of your poster presentations. This 
workshop will be lead by Dr. Zen Faulkes, who has created a 
blog called ‘Better Posters’ (betterposters.blogspot.com) that 
gives examples of how to make your poster both informative 
and beautiful. During this workshop, he will cover the basics 
of poster design, will go through the process of modifying and 
critiquing posters (students will walk through their own poster 
transformations), and will help students critique their own 
posters so that they can continue to improve for the future. 
More information about the time and location of this work-
shop will be circulated before the meeting. Check out Zen’s 
blog before the conference to get some tips on making your 
poster the best it can be. Hope to see you there!

If you are interested in other resources that SPDAC has to 
offer, check out our link on the SICB website for advice on 
applying to postdocs and for grant and fellowship opportu-
nities (www.sicb.org/resources/studentpostdoc.php3, SICB 
log-in required). Also, feel free to contact me (shope@vt.edu) 
if you have any questions or suggestions about improving the 
SICB student/post-doc experience!

SICB Student and Postdoc Funding 
Opportunities
While the deadlines for the Broadening Participation Travel 
Award (funds to attend the 2019 SICB meeting), Charlotte 
Magnum Student Support Program (funds to attend the 
2019 SICB meeting), Dorothy M. Skinner Award (funds for 
female scientists (often postdocs) to attend the 2019 SICB 
meeting), and GIAR/FGST (funds to support student research 
(Grants in Aid of Research and Fellowship of Graduate 
Student Travel awards) have already past, I wanted to bring 
these funding opportunities to the attention of the students 
and postdocs in DAB. If you missed the deadline this year, 
plan for next year! It is usually in the middle of October. 

For the many DAB student members who work with inver-
tebrates, the Libbie H. Hyman Memorial Scholarship, which 
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funds student research on invertebrates at field stations, is 
usually due in early February each year. Please check out the 
Libbie H. Hyman Memorial Scholarship website for details and 
current deadlines: sicb.org/grants/hyman. And for the many 
DAB student members who are also members of the Animal 
Behavior Society, the ABS Student Research Grant appli-
cations are due December 15th. These are small research 
grants for graduate students working in the field of animal 
behavior. Please check out the ABS student research grant 
website for details: www.animalbehaviorsociety.org/web/
awards-student-grants.php. There are also new Graduate 
Research Excellence Grants from the Society for the Study 
of Evolution which may also be applicable to many graduate 
student DAB members. Applications are due in February 
and September. Please check out the SSE graduate research 
excellence grants website for details: www.evolutionsociety.
org/content/society-awards-and-prizes/graduate-research-
excellence-grants.html. 

Welcome to DAB’s Incoming Chair!
Kendra Sewall
Assistant Professor of Biological 
Sciences and School of Neuroscience 
at Virginia Tech, was elected to the posi-
tion of DAB Chair last spring. Kendra 
has been involved in DAB as a poster 
judge and symposium organizer over 
the last few years, and we are excited to 
welcome her to a new leadership posi-

tion in the division. During her upcoming term as the Chair of 
the division, Kendra looks forward to prioritizing career devel-
opment of trainees and early career scientists and increasing 
our support for members from groups historically under-repre-
sented in the sciences. She also aims to promote outreach 
and education in integrative animal behavior. Congratulations 
Kendra!
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