
SICB Division of Comparative Endocrinology (DCE)

Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the Phoenix 2007 SICB Division of Comparative Endocrinology Business Meeting: 

Introductions: Bob Denver introduced the new officers: Stacia Sower, Chair-Elect; Steve Schoech, Program 
Officer Elect, and Cathy Propper, Secretary. 

Minutes: Cathy called for the approval of the minutes from the 2006 business meeting. They were 
unanimously approved. 

Thanks: We thanked Bob Denver (Chair) and Kevin Kelley (Secretary) for their wonderful service for 
division for the past years and we recognized Michael Romero (Program Officer) and Darren Lerner (Post-
doctorate/Graduate Student rep) for their current service. Please see Bob Denver's note above regarding the 
bylaws and term of service. 

SICB is developing its webpage: Soon there will be a place for a Researchers' database under each Divisional 
heading. When this site opens, please include your information. In the meantime, checkout the new look and 
spend some time in the different areas. 

We are trying to develop a History of Divisional Officers. If you have served, please send Cathy your name, 
affiliation, office served, and dates of service as soon as possible (best to do it now while you are thinking 
about it!). She will compile the information for our Division. 

SICB general news from the officers: SICB is trying to double its endowment fund to support symposia and 
foreign speakers. The Journal of Integrative and Comparative Biology has sped up its review process and the 
manuscripts will be posted on the website within two days following copy-editing completion. Also, the 
Journal should now be picked up on Medline and Google Scholar, but is available (back to the first issues of 
American Zoologist) to SICB members at: http://www.sicb.org/journal/. 

News from NSF: William Zamer from the NSF gave a brief overview of ongoing changes in structural 
organization at the NSF to reflect the importance of Integrative Systems. For details you may wish to view 
Jim Collins' presentation titled: What is integrative biology at the start of the 21st century? at: 
http://www.sicb.org/meetings/2007/. The NSF is looking for a new Divisions Director. Contact Jim Collins if 
you may be interested. 

Regarding your presentations at SICB: To help the Program Officers, please make sure that you note you 
want your talk to go in a DCE session and carefully choose the subareas of interest. If you do not note DCE 
for your abstract, our program officer may never see it. 

Symposia: There are already two symposia set up for next year's meeting in San Antonio: One on Yolk 
Steroids and the other (jointly sponsored on Teaching Evolution). Please see Michael's report above for more 
information. 

Grad and Post-doc Affairs: Darren Lerner discussed issues important to Graduate Students and Post-docs. 
We had 250 students registered for the meeting (1/2 were new). Please contact Darren for new ideas and 
workshops for San Antonio. 

GCE News: Bob Dores, Editor-and-Chief reported on the current state of the journal General and 
Comparative Endocrinology. This year the journal received 342 manuscripts. The rejection rate is 48%. The 
journal now has an impact factor of "2," and is in the top 25% of endocrine journals. It takes about 5 months 

http://www.sicb.org/journal/
http://www.sicb.org/meetings/2007/
http://www.sicb.org/meetings/2007/jcollins/


to go from receipt of a manuscript to acceptance (including 3-6 weeks in review), 8 months from receipt to 
on-line and 10 to print. The aim is to significantly decrease this timeline. 

Elections: Cathy announced that we would be holding elections for Chair Elect and Secretary Elect in the 
spring and called for nominations to be sent to David Norris, Rosemary Knapp, Dan Buchholz or Kevin 
Kelley (Note: this process has been completed thanks to those on the nomination committee. The nominees' 
bios and goal statements are listed below). 

Other: Members should be aware of Dr. David Norris' recently published new Edition (4th) of Vertebrate 
Endocrinology.
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