
Secretary’s Notes: DIZ Business Meeting from the SICB 2020 Annual Meeting, Austin, TX 
 
Location: The Business Meeting was held on Sunday, January 5th, 2020. 
 
Ken Halanych called the meeting to order at 5:45pm. 
 
Comments from Ted Morgan, Program officer in IOS at NSF 

- Says thanks to the community for reviews and service on panels. 
- Announcements – all programs are under no deadlines in BIO, submit proposals when ready and 

at any time.  Proposal submission rate is down, so please submit.  Some solicitations still have 
deadlines (CAREER, etc.), but majority are now on no deadline.  

- Stop by and say ‘hello’ with a program officer at the NSF booth. 
- Info session tomorrow at noon in this room to discuss programs within BIO in more detail 
- Major push in NSF BIO to focus on Integrative Biology. The “Rules of Life” track is a track that 

focuses on enabling integrative biology.  Set of criteria that meet the rules of life.  Allows NSF to 
leverage multiple pots of money.  

- Other initiatives – call focused on Mini-Centers types of grants.  Ideas that will ultimately 
integrate biology.  2 tracks: Implementation and Design.  Biological Integration Institutes. 

- Other programs: The EDGE Program – genomic tools program was initially in IOS but is now in 
all Divisions of BIO 

- Sexual Harassment Policy in all grants given by NSF 
- Symposia at SICB – NSF funding for symposia that are forward looking or that bring together 

folks that are not currently working with one another and symposia will facilitate interaction.  
Include diverse participants on the speaker’s list. Always provide text that highlights forward-
looking directions for a given field. 

- Supplement requests are still accepted for some types of grants, eg. REUs, RETs.  Reach out to 
Program Officers with questions. 

 
SICB Executive Officers stopped by to say ‘hello’ 
 Send candidates to Alice Gibb 

Fill out Broadening Participation Survey 
 Send in Symposium ideas 
 Pay dues in a timely fashion 

Submit articles to new SICB journal, Integrative Organismal Biology – and also to existing 
journal, Integrative & Comparative Biology  
Send complaints to Lou Burnett (SICB Past President), and compliments to Beth Brainerd (SICB 
President) and Melina Hale (SICB President-Elect) 

 
Updates from Divisional Officers 
 
Program Officer Linda Walters – final report 
 1894 abstracts at this meeting, 2250 people registered SICB2020 in top tier of meetings 
 Mary Rice Award – oral, 8 in a session 
 Alan Kohn Award – posters 

4 Symposia sponsored by DIZ in 2021 – experiential learning, stickiness, pumping and 
swimming, light pollution 

 
Proposals are due in late August – really competitive, so make sure its complete (don’t have to-
be-named participants, also be diverse in participants list) and integrative 

 
 Karen Chan is new PO 



 
 
Secretary Justin McAlister:  provided Jennifer Burnaford’s Libbie Hyman Award update (below) 
 

- We received only 11 applications for the 2019 scholarship.  This is a small number, but remember 
– the award has a very narrow scope (a first significant field station experience for an advanced 
undergraduate or early graduate student taking classes or doing research on invertebrates).  Thus 
we will always have few applications…. The goal is to make sure we have good applications. 
  

- Note that I (Jennifer Burnaford) have made strong efforts to advertise the award in recent years – 
primarily by sending information on it to field stations so that they can list it among the resources 
for students.  If people have other ideas on how to advertise, we’d love to have you take action 
yourself or send suggestions! 
   

- 7 of the 11 applications were incomplete and thus were eliminated from consideration.  There is 
nothing we can do about that… it is simply sad. 
  

- Of the 4 complete applications, 2 were eliminated from consideration because the students did not 
meet the eligibility requirements (the students had significant field station experience already: 3 
weeks in residence at a field station in one case, and 12 months in residence at a field station in 
the other).  

  
- The two remaining applications were reviewed by a three person committee: Dr. Will Jaeckle, Dr. 

Shanna Hanes, and Dr. Bruno Pernet.  This review committee awarded a single scholarship of 
$3448 to Georget Oraha to support a stay to conduct research at the University of Washington 
Friday Harbor Laboratories in summer 2019.  Georget is a first year M.S. student working with 
Jennifer Burnaford at California State University Fullerton. Georget's thesis work explores the 
effect of low tide thermal stress on the attachment strength of the common west coast 
mussel, Mytilus californianus.  This field station experience allowed Georget to conduct 
manipulative laboratory and field experiments on her study species in a region of intense 
summertime thermal stress which will deepen the depth and breadth of her MS project. 
 

- The 2020 application is open, with a closing date of Feb 4 2020.   
 

- We expect to be able to award between $3000 and $4000 in total in 2020 – although we do not 
know the total amount available yet.  As in past years, we plan to evaluate the applications, rank 
them, and then to distribute funds as we can. Our goal is to be able to fund the highest quality 
applications to the greatest extent possible.  When we receive multiple high-quality applications, 
we try to make multiple awards.  The end result depends on the number of quality applications, 
the budget requests of the highest ranked students, and the amount of money available. 
 

- Thank you very much to the 2019 award committee (Shanna, Will, Bruno) and to Ruedi for his 
excellent support with the webpage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



President Ken Halanych – last year as DIZ Chair 
 
Andy Mahon is chairing the committee to come up with candidates for the new DIZ Chair 
 
We’ll be back in Austin in 2023.  California has a law to prohibit attendees from spending state money in 
different other states.  SICB is considering moving the 2023 meeting for this reason. If you have strong 
thoughts or feelings about this, please speak to any of the DIZ officers.   
 

- There was a suggestion that SICB may provide more support for students coming from. 
California 

- Other suggestion is to set up a pot of money to help facilitate travel for young faculty from places 
like California 

 
The society is taking code of conduct more seriously.  Safety Ally buttons (for SICB attendees) or Safety 
Coordinator (for Burke Associates).  All with buttons have been given “Bystander” training.  Also 
anonymous reporting and folks at the registration desk can file official reports.  Contract with a legal 
company is helping to facilitate this. 
 
Snafu/hiccup with webpage for how students apply to single session oral presentation.  Mentoring 
program has not moved forward due to communication problems with Ken and the committee.  Will try to 
establish that for 2021 and so we will need Mentors. 
 
DIZ is doing well with finances. Next year we can use those for different things: 
AMS business meeting had a discussion about ways to collaborate with DIZ on workshops to engage 
membership from both groups. Beth Davis-Berg is President of AMS and if you have thoughts you might 
contact her.  Karen Chan is a Member-at-Large. 
 
Discussion about the Digital Library – still available on the SICB website, but Karen wondered what its 
current status is.  Jon Allen says the onus is on us to contribute to that site. 
 
Suggestion to not have a social because the food is always too expensive at hotels, or to have an off-site 
social.  Other ideas are to facilitate student travel.  Hand out student awards at the business meeting. 
Support the society journals, also Biological Bulletin and Invertebrate Biology.   
 
 
Business meeting was adjourned at 6:30pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Justin McAlister (Secretary) on January 24, 2020 
 
 


