
SICB Division of Systematic and Evolutionary Biology (DSEB)

Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the 2007 DSEB Business Meeting, 5 Jan. 2007, Phoenix 

The meeting was opened by Don Swiderski with a brief intro, after which Dianna Padilla discussed some 
ongoing changes at NSF. Specifically, the NSF Division for Integrative Organismal Biology has morphed 
into Integrative Organismal Systems, to emphasize the idea of working to understand organisms as systems. 
There was a workshop during the Phoenix meeting to discuss the change.

Chair Don Swiderski then announced the 8th International Congress of Vertebrate Morphology, which will 
be held this July in Paris. Abstracts and registration were due February 10.

Secretary Marta deMaintenon attended the Division Secretaries Meeting at noon on Jan 5 (after getting lost 
looking for the room). Most of the discussion at the meeting was about the changing template of the SICB 
web site, and ideas for getting more interesting items in the divisional web sites. The general upshot is that 
there's a bunch of stuff the division can put up, depending on what people want. Photos and research blurbs, 
or synopses of student award winners, would be especially informative.

Chair Don Swiderski opened a discussion of amending the by-laws to make the DSEB Program Officer term 
three years plus one year as Program Officer - elect, similar to some other divisions.  The reason for doing 
this is that officer's job is fairly demanding and a longer term would give the person elected to the role 
sufficient time to work with it successfully.  No formal resolution was made at the meeting, but a suggestion 
was made to put the item before the membership for a vote.

The division needs to elect a new Program Officer-Elect starting 2008; Mike Alfaro volunteered to run, his 
bio will be available at the end of this newsletter.

Outgoing Program Officer Michele Nishiguchi discussed future meeting venues. The DSEB sponsored 
symposia for San Antonio (2008) are set, and symposium ideas are needed for Boston in 2009. There will be 
more money available for symposia in future years thanks to a new endowment. One idea to take advantage 
of this would be to have "quick symposia", essentially theme sessions for a group of people who want to do a 
series of related talks. Several ideas regarding potential symposia for 2009 were discussed.

Ideas are also needed for the Phylogenetics for Dummies workshops, organized in tandem with DSEB - 
sponsored symposia. Any ideas on these can be forwarded to Program Officer Rachel Collin. The Phoenix 
meeting featured a workshop on Tree-based statistics.

Student/ Postdoctoral representative Audrey Aronowsky has just started her term, she is open for any issues 
that students want to bring up. One issue, as always, is how to get more students to participate in DSEB; 
more on this below.

Chair Don Swiderski reported that SICB's membership is in good shape, the number of members continues to 
grow, and now there is an on line membership database that can be easily accessed. SICB's budget, however, 
is in the red this year and next, in part because institutional journal subscriptions are decreasing. Another 
contributing factor is the amount of money spent on socials, which are quite expensive. Any ideas to cut 
costs are welcome!

SICB has also been asked to provide financial support for symposia at other meetings, which seems unlikely 
given the current budget constraints.



DSEB's division budget has been increased slightly; ideas were discussed on ways to spend the budget. Rich 
Mooi suggested increasing the amount given for the best student presentation awards (currently $100 each). 

• Ken Halanych made a motion to adjust the size of the award

• Rich Mooi amended the motion, to double the award (to $200 each for paper and poster)

• Jon Norenburg seconded the new motion

• The motion passed, the student award will be adjusted to $200 each for best student paper and best 
student poster.

Under new business, ideas are needed for the division web site. One idea is to post winning student papers or 
posters, but posting the presentations directly could cause problems because they may count as publications 
in some instances. So maybe putting up pictures of the paper or posters would suffice.

Finally, many thanks to outgoing Program Officer Michele Nishiguchi and outgoing Secretary Pat Reynolds; 
their contributions over the years truly count as going above and beyond the call of duty!

Ken Halanych made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded, and the meeting adjourned.
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