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Message from the Chair 
 

Dianna Padilla 

Dear members of DIZ, 

First, I would like to thank Janice Voltzow for her care and atten-

tion as chair of DIZ.  She has done a wonderful job steering DIZ.  I 

hope I can live up to the high standards she has set as division 

chair. 

We had a great meeting in Boston thanks to all of the wonderful 

talks and posters presented by members of our division.  I would 

like to especially congratulate the winners and those receiving hon-

orable mention for best student presentations and posters at the 

meeting.  Wiley - Blackwell Press generously donated the funds for 

these student awards.  And, we were also able to make a Wenner 

Strong Inference award this year.  Congratulations to all for jobs 

well done. 

This new year is posing many challenges for biologists, espe-

cially as the financial crisis puts even greater strains on limited 

funds for research and education.  However, these challenging 

times have also presented opportunities.  One of these is an ex-

pected short-term increase in research funding through the con-

gressionally approved stimulus package.  Federal agencies are cur-

rently setting priorities for research and allocation of funding, thus 

this is an especially opportune time for scientists to take a step 

back and think about the big questions in our fields, and take an 

assessment of the current status of our science, and the directions 

we would like it to go in the next several decades.  As you know 

from reading the SICB web site and the newsletter from the Presi-

dent, the Executive Committee of SICB was given the challenge by 

NSF to begin this process, and articulate the Grand Challenges of 

Organismal Biology. 

Many different groups of biologists have been working on grand 

challenge questions.  For many, organismal biology seems to have 

fallen from the lime light as being an integral part of “modern biol-

ogy,” and is considered old fashioned by some.  But, as we know, 
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organisms are the key to most other areas 

and studies of biology.  In many ways, organ-

ismal biology, including invertebrate biology, 

is seeing a renaissance.  I encourage you to 

read the documents that are posted, and think 

about the grand challenge questions for stud-

ies of invertebrates.  It is time to think big, 

and think about our science in the future.  As 

you plan topics for proposals for symposia for 

our meeting in 2011, I encourage you to ad-

dress forward-thinking grand challenge ques-

tions for invertebrate zoology.  We will make 

this a priority for the symposia we encourage 

and support.  I also encourage you to think 

about what we need as scientists and educa-

tors to address these grand challenge ques-

tions, and share your thoughts with the SICB 

Executive Committee. 

This is an exciting time for invertebrate zo-

ology.  Let’s make the most of it! 

 

Message from the 
Past-Chair 

 
Janice Voltzow 

Happy Year of Science! 

I want to thank every-

one who donated and 

participated in the auc-

tion to benefit the Lib-

bie H. Hyman Memorial 

Scholarship Fund.  The 

evening got off to a 

lively start as Trish 

Morse, whose generos-

ity helped establish the 

fund, gave a bit of background and encour-

agement to bidders.  I especially appreciate 

her lively participation and the formidable 

skills of our two crack auctioneers, Sally 

Woodin and Erika Iyengar.  The auction raised 

over $5959 for the fund.  For more informa-

tion about the fund, the scholarship, and to 

donate, please see the website at http://

sicb.org/grants/hyman/. 

 

 
Message from the Program Officer 

 

James McClintock 

Dear SICB colleagues, 

I would like to thank everyone who at-

tended and presented papers in Boston for 

contributing to yet another fantastic SICB 

meeting!  The Boston meetings set a new all 

time record for numbers of overall partici-

pants, and DIZ was once again very well rep-

resented in both poster and oral sessions.  We Auctioneer Sally Woodin 

looks on as Trish Morse en-
courages the crowd. 

Winning bidders await patiently to donate money 

to the Hyman fund. 

http://sicb.org/grants/hyman/
http://sicb.org/grants/hyman/
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were primary sponsor for one symposium 

"The Biology of the Parasitic Crustacea" suc-

cessfully organized and directed by Jeffrey 

Shields and Christopher Boyko and co-

sponsored by The Crustacean Society, DEE, 

DIZ, DSEB and AMS.  We also co-sponsored 

with DCE and DEDB a second symposium "Cell

-Cell Signaling Drives the Evolution of Com-

plex Traits" skillfully organized and overseen 

by John Torday.  Our joint social with The 

Crustacean Society, DEE, AMS, and DSEB 

was, as always, a great party.  We also hosted 

a marvelous, well-attended and downright, 

fun, evening auction to support the Libby H. 

Hyman Memorial Student Scholarship fund.  

The auction was skillfully and enthusiastically 

organized by Janice Voltzow and came off 

flawlessly thanks to auctioneers Sally Woodin 

and Erika Iyengar and assistance from a num-

ber of DIZ members. and of course all the 

people who generously donated items for the 

auction.  The evening generated over $5000 

in revenue that will go towards the principal 

that is used to generate up to $1200 each 

year to support a worthy student to partici-

pate in a summer field course. 

The Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel proved 

an excellent venue, with all of our meeting 

rooms under the same roof and a friendly and 

helpful staff.  The only drawback of having an 

unexpected 500 additional participants at the 

meeting was it made for cozy poster sessions! 

Bravo for Seattle in 2010!  The meeting will 

be held at the Sheraton Seattle Hotel and the 

adjacent Washington State Convention and 

Trade Center.  DIZ will be sponsoring or co-

sponsoring a record five symposia.  These in-

clude the society-wide symposium "Advances 

in Antarctic Marine Biology" organized by my-

self, Amy Moran, Charles Amsler, Bill Baker 

and Art Woods; "Animal Regeneration: Inte-

grating Development, Ecology, and Evolution" 

organized by Alexa Bely and Sarah Lindsay; 

"Marine Ecosystem Engineers in a Changing 

World: Establishing Links Across Systems" or-

ganized by Sarah Berke and Linda Walters; 

"Assembling the Cnidarian Tree of Life" organ-

ized by Paulyn Cartwright and Mary-Megan 

Daly; and "Evolutionary Paths among Devel-

opmental Possibilities: A Symposium Marking 

the Contributions and Influence of Richard 

Strathmann" organized by Michael Hart and 

Bob Podolsky.  Congratulations to these or-

ganizers on both their timely topics and their 

superb proposals! 

If you have an idea for a proposal for a 

“late breaking” symposium for Seattle please 

contact our Society Program Office Eduardo 

Rosa-Molinar.  And believe it or not, it is not 

too early to start thinking about ideas for DIZ-

sponsored symposia for the 2011 meetings to 

be held in Salt Lake City.  Please talk with 

your colleagues and let me know if you have 

ideas for proposals.  I would be delighted to 

assist.  The deadline for both the late breaking 

(Seattle) and standard symposia (Salt Lake or 

New Orleans) is this coming August. 

Have a great spring and summer and best 

of luck with your research, your students, and 

happy and safe travels! 
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Message from the Secretary 
 

Renae Brodie 

Dear DIZ Members, 

I enjoyed seeing many of you in Boston this 

year and am very much looking forward to 

visiting Seattle, one of my favorite cities, next 

year. 

I would like to thank the nominating com-

mittee for the DIZ secretary position, Rachel 

Merz, Molly Jacobs and Ben Miner.  I encour-

age all of you to read the biographies of our 

two candidates, Erika Iyengar and Jonathan 

Allen, near the end of this newsletter.  There 

will be an electronic vote later this spring.  We 

will also vote on bylaws changes, which are 

outlined in this newsletter.  If you were unable 

to attend the DIZ business meeting, you may 

want to read the minutes for updates on NSF 

funding opportunities, the new International 

Society for Invertebrate Morphology (ISIM), 

the five DIZ-sponsored symposia for the Seat-

tle meeting and other important items. 

Finally, if you'd like to post a picture and 

paragraph describing your research on the Re-

searchers Database, please send them to me 

at rbrodie at mtholyoke.edu. 

 

 

Message from the Graduate Stu-

dent - Postdoctoral Affairs Com-
mittee Representative 

 

Jann Vendetti 

Dear graduate students and post-docs, 

Congratulations to all who presented their 

research at SICB’s Boston meeting.  I hope 

that you enjoyed the variety of invertebrate 

zoology related symposia (e.g. the biology of 

parasitic crustacean, insect ecology), topical 

sessions (e.g. larval ecology, morphology, and 

phylogenetics), and the science education and 

celebratory events for the Year of Science.  It 

is an exciting time to be a biologist! 

Special congratulations are due to the 2009 

DIZ student award winners: Dennis Evangel-

ista (UC Berkeley) for Best Student Oral Pres-

entation and Katie Marshall (University of 

Western Ontario) for Best Student Poster 

Presentation and the Adrian M. Wenner Strong 

Inference Award.  Nicely done!  Also, if you 

will be attending a field course on inverte-

brates in 2009, consider applying for the Lib-

bie H. Hyman Memorial scholarship (for which 

there was a lively fundraising auction at Bos-

ton’s meeting).  The award amount is $1200 

and the closing date for applications occurs in 

March every year. If you missed the deadline 

this year, please keep it in mind for next year, 

as well as the GIAR’s (Grant in Aid of Re-

search) application deadline in November.  

The SICB website is a great place to keep up 

to date with these awards as well as search 

for biology-related jobs, internships, news, 

and meeting details, http://www.sicb.org. 

On behalf of the DIZ graduate students and 

postdoctoral fellows, I would like to thank Dr. 

Larry Riley (California State University, 

Fresno) for organizing the Student/Postdoc 

workshop, “How to Find a Postdoc & How to 

Apply for an Academic Job.”  The goal of this 

and all Student/Postdoc workshops is to be 

mailto:rbrodie@mtholyoke.edu
http://www.sicb.org/
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informative and enriching to students, so 

please get in touch with me if you have any 

comments or suggestions. 

I wish you the best in your research and 

writing this spring and summer.  Make the 

most out of the Year of Science 

(http://www.copusproject.org/) and set your 

sights for Seattle 2010! 

 

Message from the Student Awards 

Committee Chair 
 

Ben Miner 

We had a great meeting in Boston this 

year, and there were many excellent student 

presentations.  Thank you to all the students 

who presented!  I would also like to thank the 

21 volunteer judges for their time and com-

mitment to the students.  This year 27 stu-

dents competed for best student paper.  And 

the winners are: 

Best oral presentation  

Winner 

Dennis Evangelista: 

“Up, up, and away! The 

jump of the amphipod 

Apohyale pugettensis” 

Runner up 

Jann Vendetti: “The fossil neogastropod ge-

nus Bruclarkia in the Eastern Pacific: investi-

gations of its endemism and speciation” 

Best poster presentation  

Winner 

Katie Marshall: “The sublethal effects of 

multiple acute cold expo-

sure: lessons from Droso-

phila” 

Jann examines the Plio-
cene Purisima Formation 

in California. 

Jann looks at snails with 
her Japanese host at a 

museum in Japan. 

Jann looking for fossils in 
the paleontology collec-
tions of the National Sci-
ence Museum of Tokyo 

Jann standing in front of a 
Japanese bullet train. 

Dennis Evangelista 

Katie Marshall Fruit fly experiment 

http://www.copusproject.org/
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Runner up 

Eric Campos: “Quick For-

ward Escape Swimming in 

the Stomatopod Crustacean 

Odontodactylus havanensis” 

 

Andrian M Wenner Strong Inference Award 

Winner 

Katie Marshall: “The sublethal effects of 

multiple acute cold exposure: lessons from 

Drosophila” 

Runner up 

Cawa Tran: “The receptor 

and signal-transduction 

pathway that mediate 

planular settlement of the 

coral Pocillopora damicor-

nis” 

 

 

 

Please join me in congratulating these out-

standing students.  I look forward to seeing 

you all at the next meeting in Boston. 

 

 

Message from the Libbie Hyman 
Scholarship Selection Committee 

Chair 
 

Bruno Pernet 

I'm happy to report that there was lots of 

good news related to the Libbie Hyman Memo-

rial Scholarship at the Boston meeting.  First, 

like many others of you, I was pleased to hear 

talks by the scholarship's two most recent 

winners, Johanna Cannon (hemichordate phy-

logeny) and  Dennis Evangelista (kinetics of 

amphipod jumping).  I felt that both talks 

were excellent, and independent evaluators 

apparently concurred - as Ben Miner is un-

doubtedly reporting elsewhere in this newslet-

ter, Dennis' talk earned DIZ's Best Student 

Oral Presentation award.  It's nice to see that 

the scholarship is going to worthy candidates 

who are using it well and making valuable 

contributions to the annual  meeting and to 

invertebrate biology.  I thank Will Jaeckle and 

John  Zardus, members of the scholarship 

committee, for their work each  year in choos-

ing such great scholarship winners. 

Second, of course, I have to thank all those 

involved in the auction  to benefit the scholar-

ship fund: Janice Voltzow and her highly- edu-

cated team of volunteers for organizing and 

running the auction,  all of those who donated 

the books, art, B&B stays, cruises, etc.  that 

were sold, and all of those who got into bid-

Eric Campos 

Swimming stomatopod 

Cawa Tran 

Pocillopora planula 



 

 

Division of  Invertebrate Zoology  (DIZ) 

ding wars over those  items.  It was lots of 

fun, and earned $5959 that will go di-

rectly towards supporting future awards.  

Thank you all! 

We're looking forward to supporting an-

other great student in 2009, so please encour-

age your best to apply.  Applications are due 

March 6th, and the application form is avail-

able at http://sicb.org/grants/hyman/.  If you 

or your students have questions about the ap-

plication process, please feel free to contact 

me via email (available at that site). 

 

 

 

Proposed Changes to DIZ By-

Laws. 
 

The proposed changes are shown below. 

Additions are shown in bold underline.  

Deletions are indicated with strikethrough 

Article III 

Any member, Student Member, Emeritus 

Member or Corresponding Member of the So-

ciety for Integrative and Comparative Biology 

may become a member of the Division of In-

vertebrate Zoology by registering with the 

Secretary of the Division and/or the Executive 

Director of the Society selecting this divi-

sional affiliation on the online registra-

tion form. A member may withdraw from the 

roll of the Division at any time by notifying the 

Secretary of the Division and/or the Executive 

Director of the Society. 

Rationale: Membership in the society is al-

ready defined in the SICB constitution. This 

article currently states that the Division Secre-

tary is responsible for adding or removing DIZ 

members from the rolls. This hasn’t been done 

for some time and would cause a great deal of 

extra and unnecessary work. 

Article V 

The Officers of the Division shall be: Chair, 

Past Chair, Chair-Elect, Secretary, Past Sec-

retary, and Program Officer and Past Pro-

gram Officer. The Chair-Elect shall be 

elected triennially. The Chair-Elect should at-

tend the annual meeting that follows her/his 

election. At the end of this annual meeting, 

the Chair-Elect shall automatically become 

Chair for three years. He/She shall serve as 

Past Chair during the succeeding two years. 

The Secretary and the Program Officer shall 

be elected triennially and shall hold office for 

three years. The expiration date of the terms 

of the Chair, Secretary and the Program Offi-

cer shall be arranged so that only one of them 

need be elected in any one year. The officers 

shall assume their duties at the end of the 

second SICB Executive Committee meet-

ing at the next Annual Meeting the next 

annual meeting following their election. 

The above officers, together with the retir-

ing Secretary and retiring Program Officer (if 

any) shall constitute an Executive Committee 

and be responsible for the affairs of the Divi-

sion. 

Rationale: We propose to add the Past Sec-

retary and Past Program Officer to the list of 

officers at the beginning of this article; this 

change also allows us to make the last para-

http://sicb.org/grants/hyman/
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graph clearer. 

Article X 

The Chair shall appoint a Nominating Com-

mittee consisting of three members who shall 

submit to the Secretary on by March 1 a list 

containing not less than two candidates for 

each office to be filled. The Nominating Com-

mittee must certify to the Secretary that each 

candidate has declared a willingness to run for 

office and serve, if elected. The candidates 

shall be announced in the next Newsletter of 

the Division. Additional nominations for any 

office may be made in writing to the Secretary 

by any ten members of the Division not later 

than April 1. 

Rationale: This small change to Article X 

would allow the nominating committee to give 

the Divisional Secretary a list of candidates 

before March 1. 

Article XI 

Elections of officers shall be held by mail 

both paper and appropriately secure elec-

tronic ballots. The Secretary shall mail bal-

lots to the membership of the Division in May. 

A brief biographical sketch for each candidate 

shall accompany the ballots. The Secretary or 

SICB Executive Director shall count, tabulate, 

record the votes received by August 1, and 

notify the candidates for office of the results 

of the election. The DIZ Secretary shall 

make certain that ballots are made avail-

able to the entire membership of the So-

ciety and allow one month for their re-

turn, the due date being stated on the 

ballot. The Society-wide Secretary shall 

be responsible for overseeing the count-

ing, tabulation, and recording of the 

votes and shall notify the candidates of 

the results of the election. In the event 

that a vote results in a tie, the members of 

the DIZ Executive Committee shall vote by 

mail to resolve the tie. 

Rationale: These changes will update our 

voting procedure to reflect the fact that voting 

is now done on-line with the option of paper 

ballots, rather than by mail. 

 

 

Minutes of the DIVISION OF IN-
VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY BUSINESS 

MEETING, January 4, 2009, Bos-
ton, MA 

 
Janice Voltzow (DIZ Chair) opened the 

meeting by requesting motions to approve the 

minutes of the previous year’s meeting. The 

minutes were unanimously approved. 

Renae Brodie (DIZ Secretary) welcomed  

Dianna Padilla, the newly elected Chair, and 

thanked David Wethey for running. She re-

minded members to look at the proposed by-

laws changes that they will vote on this spring 

and encouraged them to contribute to the Re-

searchers database on the SICB website. 

The SICB officers arrived and were intro-

duced: John Pearse (President), Lou Burnett 

(Secretary), Eduardo Rosa-Molinar (Program 

Officer), Ron Dimock (Treasurer), and Brett 

Burk (Executive Director). John Pearce asked 

for suggestions for improving the meeting and 

introduced the new President, Richard Satter-

lie. He also introduced Robert Podolsky, the 
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new Chair for the Educational Council, which 

will emphasize undergraduate and graduate 

outreach.  

A general complaint was immediately raised 

by several people in the audience: the poster 

session was crowded and poorly lit. Brett Burk 

replied that there were 300 more abstract 

submissions for the 2009 meeting than antici-

pated, and as a consequence, the poster ses-

sion was relocated to a bigger room. Typically 

around 1350 people attend the annual SICB 

meeting, but in 2009 a record 1800 people 

arrived. Brett explained the record number of 

attendees was likely due to improved adver-

tising. Rachel Merz suggested that poster 

boards could have been moved to solve the 

crowding problem and asked why this couldn’t 

be done. Brett explained that SICB could not 

move poster boards because of union rules 

and assured members that the poster prob-

lems would be fixed by the next morning.   

Beth Davis inquired about the lack of free 

drink tickets at the 2009 meeting. Brett ex-

plained that the drink ticket price in Boston 

was quite high ($12 per ticket) and either the 

registration rates would have been raised or 

student support reduced to cover the tickets.  

Ron Dimock (Treasurer) mentioned that 

SICB finances were in great shape. Trish 

Morse noted that services and rooms at the 

meeting were quite nice and thanked the offi-

cers for their hard work. 

Jim McClintock (DIZ Program Officer) gave 

an update on the symposia, mentioning two at 

the 2009 meeting sponsored by DIZ: The Biol-

ogy of Parasitic Crustacea (organized by Jef-

frey Shields and Chris Boyko) and Cell-Cell 

Signaling Drives the Evolution of Complex 

Traits (organized by John Torday). Jim men-

tioned that there are five DIZ sponsored sym-

posia for the 2010 Seattle meeting: Animal 

Regeneration: Integrating Development, Ecol-

ogy, and Evolution (Alexa Bely), Assembling 

the Cnidarian Tree of Life (Paulyn Cartwright), 

Advances in Antarctic Marine Biology (James 

B. McClintock), Marine Ecosystem Engineers in 

a Changing World: Establishing Links Across 

Systems (Sarah Berke), Evolutionary paths 

among developmental possibilities: A sympo-

sium marking the contributions and influence 

of Richard Strathmann (Michael Hart ). Jim 

encouraged members to submit symposium 

ideas for the 2011meeting to be held in New 

Orleans or Salt Lake City. 

Sally Woodin added that the heart of the 

society is the quality and breadth of topics 

covered in the meetings; these make both the 

journal and society vibrant. She encouraged 

the participation of scientists from abroad and 

mentioned that there are special funds avail-

able for symposia. 

Ben Miner (Student Awards) told members 

that it is easier than ever to volunteer to 

judge student talks and posters. You check a 

box on the online registration form to volun-

teer and can also select specific student pa-

pers online. He strongly encouraged members 

to volunteer next year and commented on 

how streamlined the process is now with 

online tools. 

Last year’s winners were:  

Best oral presentation  
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Winner 

Lindsay Waldrop for her talk entitled, “Fluid 

dynamics of antennule flicking of the blue 

crab, Callinectes sapidus”   

Runner up 

Pauline Yu “Extended starvation resistance 

and subsequent growth recovery in sea urchin 

larvae: Implications for lifespan in the plank-

ton” 

Best poster presentation  

Winner 

Joerg Hammel “Morphogenesis during asex-

ual bud-formation and growth in the poriferan 

Tethya wilhelma: silica skeleton, aquiferous 

system and the mesohyle” 

Runner up 

Dawn Vaughn, “Attack on the Clones: 

Predator-Induced Cloning in Echinoderm Lar-

vae” 

Andrian M Weener Strong Inference Award  

Winner 

Nicholas Alcorn “How do changes in paren-

tal investment influence larval development in 

Gulf of Maine echinoids?” 

Runner up 

Sylvia Lewis “Tests for palatability and 

feeding deterrence in egg masses of nine spe-

cies of opisthobranch gastropods” 

Ben encouraged students to sign up for the 

awards and noted that there were 28 students 

and 20 judges participating in the Boston 

2009 meeting. Given that there were at least 

three judges assigned to each talk/poster, Ben 

anticipated a higher quality of judging and 

thanked all of the volunteer judges. 

Janice Voltzow (DIZ Chair) added that 

Wiley Blackwell is underwriting the student 

awards for the entire society and winners will 

receive a free journal subscription. 

Bruno Pernet (Chair, Libbie Hyman Memo-

rial Fund Committee) thanked the other mem-

bers of the Libbie Hyman Committee, Will 

Jaekel and Jake Zardus. Twelve students ap-

plied for the award and one $1200 prize was 

given to Dennis Evangelista from Mimi Koehl’s 

laboratory at UC Berkeley. Dennis used the 

funds to take a biomechanics and invertebrate 

zoology course at Friday Harbor Laboratories 

and he is presenting the project from the bio-

mechanics course at the 2009 Boston meet-

ing. Bruno encouraged students to apply and 

reminded them that the applications are due 

in early May. He also encouraged members to 

come to the invertebrate auction to benefit 

the Libbie Hyman fund. 

Janice Voltzow (DIZ Chair) announced that 

the auction to benefit the Libbie Hyman fund 

would be held on January 5, 2009 in the 

Grand Ballroom and encouraged everyone to 

come. She mentioned that cash, checks and 

credit cards would be accepted and that any-

one still wanting to donate items could leave 

them at the registration desk. Linda Walters 

encouraged Janice to mention some of the 

more unusual offerings, such as the B&Bs at 

the homes of John Pearse in Monterey Bay 

and Kathy Kennedy in Oxford. Trish Morse 

threw in the offer of her own B&B in her A-

frame on Friday Harbor Island plus dinner. 
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More standard offerings, such as Hyman vol-

umes would also be up for bidding. 

Janice also mentioned that the next SICB 

meeting will be held in Seattle and the follow-

ing year (2011) the choice of meeting loca-

tions is between Salt Lake City and New Or-

leans. 

Patrick Reynolds (Editor of Invertebrate Bi-

ology) thanked the six editors of Invertebrate 

Biology: Michael Hart, Bruno Pernet, Louise 

Page, Greg Rouse, Nora Terwilliger, and 

Robert Thacker. Manuscripts accepted by IB 

are now online within a month of acceptance; 

there are no page charges and free color illus-

trations. There were 115 submissions this past 

year (the second highest number on record) 

from 31 countries (25% of submissions were 

from the US). Acceptance rate is 25% and av-

erage manuscript turn-around time is 26 days 

from first submission to decision. Patrick en-

couraged DIZ members to “embrace the jour-

nal”. 

Clay Cook (NSF, Integrative Organismal 

Systems) invited DIZ members to visit the 

NSF booth at the poster sessions to pick up a 

CD with funding opportunities. He highlighted 

a new funding priority for “Life in Transition” 

(LiT; NSF 08-078) proposals; $3.5 million has 

been set aside for projects that address three 

fundamental objectives: 1. how the world 

adapts to and transforms the earth’s climate, 

2. how energy transduction is managed by 

living systems and 3. origins of life. To apply 

for LiT funding, submit proposals to the appro-

priate division (e.g., DBI, IOS, MCB) on the 

regular target date and specify that the pro-

posal is eligible for LiT on the cover page. 

Erika Ivengar inquired if RUI (research in 

undergraduate institutions) grants are eligible 

for LiT funding and Clay indicated that they 

are. 

Gonzalo Giribet (President Elect, Interna-

tional Society for Invertebrate Morphology, 

ISIM) announced the founding of ISIM in Au-

gust 2008 during the 1st International Con-

gress on Invertebrate Morphology meeting 

organized by Klaus Nielsen in Copenhagen. 

The purpose of this new society is to promote 

international collaboration and provide oppor-

tunities for training in invertebrate morphol-

ogy. So far, there are 170 members, most of 

whom are European and Gonzolo encouraged 

Americans to join. The Copenhagen meeting 

was a great success and Invertebrate Biology 

is publishing the symposium papers. The next 

meeting will be held in July 2011 at the Mu-

seum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard. It is 

hoped that 200-300 people will attend. Meet-

ing attendees automatically become members 

of ISIM. 

Frederick Harrison (Editor Emeritus, Journal 

of Morphology) mentioned that abstracts from 

the Copenhagen meeting will be published in 

the Journal of Morphology and that the pub-

lisher, Wiley, Blackwell and Springer offers a 

$1500 award open to any investigator for a 

prominent publication. 

Janice Voltzow (DIZ Chair) asked for volun-

teers for a nominating committee for DIZ sec-

retary. Ben Miner, Molly Jacobs and Rachel 

Merz volunteered/were volunteered. 

Dianna Padilla (DIZ Chair Elect) issued an 

NSF challenge to symposia organizers. “What 



 

 

Division of  Invertebrate Zoology  (DIZ) 

are the next hot questions?”, she asked. She 

directed organizers to design symposia that 

set new directions rather than retrospectives.  

Gonzalo Giribet suggested that it is hard to 

know what will be hot in two years (the lead 

time for organizing a symposium). 

Sara Lindsay asked, “is there room for 

questions that have not been answered in an 

integrated way?” 

Clay Cook and Dianna Padilla emphasized 

that there is room for everything. NSF wants 

to respond to the community of scientists and 

funnel money towards what the scientific com-

munity thinks are the big questions. 

Frederick Harrison asked, “are there inver-

tebrate canaries for climate change?” 

Dianna Padilla noted that areas of inquiry 

need to directly benefit society and climate 

change is a focal area for the Obama admini-

stration. 

Janice Voltzow suggested that there is an 

opportunity for the “big questions” discussion 

to take place on the DIZ website. 

Rachel Merz thanked Janice Voltzow for 

serving as DIZ chair and the meeting ad-

journed. 

Submitted by R. Brodie 
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Elections 

Candidates for Secretary Position 
 

Jonathan D. Allen 

Present Position: Assistant Professor, De-

partment of Biology, 

Randolph-Macon College, 

Ashland, VA (2008- Pre-

sent) 

Education: 1998, B.S. 

(Biology), Bates College; 

2005, Ph. D. (Biology), 

University of North Caro-

lina at Chapel Hill 

Postdoctoral Experi-

ence: 2005-2008, Do-

herty Marine Biology Postdoctoral Scholar, 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, ME 

SICB Activities: Member and presenter at 

SICB Annual Meetings since 1998. SICB GIAR 

recipient in 2003. Judge, Best Student Presen-

tation (DIZ) 2008, 2009.  

Other Society Memberships: Ecological 

Society of America, Society for the Study of 

Evolution, American Society of Naturalists, 

Sigma Xi 

Research Interests: Larval ecology and 

life-history evolution of marine invertebrates 

Statement of Goals: As a member of 

SICB since my first year in graduate school, I 

appreciate all that we can do as a society in 

shaping the careers of our students. My pri-

mary goal as secretary would be to enhance 

undergraduate participation at the meeting by 

encouraging greater representation of stu-

dents from primarily undergraduate institu-

tions. Our annual meetings are eye-opening 

experiences for students at all levels, but I 

believe our efforts to support graduate stu-

dents and postdocs should be expanded to 

draw students into our society even earlier in 

their careers.  

 

 

Erika Iyengar 

Current Position: Assistant Professor, Bi-

ology Department, Muhlen-

berg College, Allentown, PA 

Education: 1993, B.S. 

(Biology), Stanford Univer-

sity. 2002, Ph.D. (Zoology), 

Cornell University 

Professional Experi-

ence: Visiting Assistant Pro-

fessor, The College of Woos-

ter (Wooster, Ohio); multi-

ple courses at Shoals Marine 

Laboratory (Appledore Is-

land, Maine)  

SICB Activities: Not much yet except for 

acting on the Nominations panel of the last 

secretary and, starting with the last meeting, 

working on the Broadening Participation Com-

mittee.  It's about time I started giving back 

in service to the Society that I love and that 

has helped me out so much.  I don't think 

auctioneer at the DIZ Hyman auction counts 

(although it sure was fun)! 

Other Memberships: Sigma Xi 

Research Interests: The ecology and evo-
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lutionary biology of symbiotic interactions of 

marine invertebrates, especially molluscan 

feeding interactions and predator-prey inter-

actions.  Most of my work has been with sus-

pension feeding snails that are forming long-

term associations with other organisms, often 

in parasitic relationships.  I have a particular 

fascination with free-loaders: those that steal 

food (kleptoparasites) or those that hitch rides 

(Crepidula). 

Statement of Goals: As a graduate stu-

dent, SICB, and DIZ in particular, was instru-

mental in encouraging me to continue my re-

search, provided me with ideas as to how to 

improve current research and insights for ad-

ditional studies, helped hone my scientific 

communication skills, and provided me with 

an extensive network of scientific advisors, 

collaborators, contacts and, most importantly, 

friends.  After receiving my Ph.D., I have 

benefited tremendously from my continued 

involvement in SICB through the extensive 

network of scientists and my students have 

similarly benefited from attending meetings.  I 

want to give back to the Society because it 

has given me so much, and so I am eager to 

serve in whatever position is needed for which 

I am qualified and will be of use.  I attend that 

DIZ business meetings and would like to take 

a more active role in them.  As Secretary, I 

will not only faithfully record the tenor of the 

transactions that transpire, but I look forward 

to taking a more active role in the inner work-

ings of DIZ and the Society as a whole.  Be-

cause of my past experience, my particular 

areas of interest are in broadening the partici-

pation of young scientists (new blood!) in the 

society and in fostering communication be-

tween the newcomers, the seasoned SICB 

members and the acting governance of the 

society.  Such successful communication will 

be important not only in clarifying our future 

directions and a Division and Society, but also 

injecting new ideas while not losing the old 

successful strategies. 

 


