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Carol Fassbinder-Orth, Chair.DEDE@sicb.org
I am looking forward to our meeting in New Orleans! There are
two symposia planned that are likely to be of interest to our DEDE
members: “With a little help from my friends: Microbial partners in
integrative and comparative biology” organized by Kevin Kohl and
Denise Dearing, and “Integrative life history of whole-organism performance” organized by Simon Lailvaux and Jerry Husak. In addition to these great symposia, we have over 30 DEDE-specific posters and 5 DEDE-specific oral sessions with over 30 talks scheduled.
I encourage anyone who has ideas about future symposia topics
related to DEDE to talk to me or any of the other divisional officers.
Submissions for symposia at SICB have been declining in number
over the last couple of years, and we want to do whatever we can
to keep moving our division and the fields of Ecoimmunology and
Disease Ecology forward. Even if you don’t want to be the one to
organize the symposium, but have a good idea that you believe
would be pertinent to our division and help increase our divisional
membership or attendance, please let us know!
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This year, Sarah Knutie has graciously agreed to organize the Best
Student Presentation (BSP) competition at our New Orleans meeting. The BSP competition is a great opportunity for our students,
and we hope to continue to see it grow with our division. A big
“Thank You” goes out in advance to all of our judges for helping
make this competition a success.
This year we have decided to partner with DCE for our social. This
has been a great success in the past and continues to promote collaboration across similar fields. Please consider entering the Data
Blitz competition this year to showcase your diverse scientific communication skills!
I look forward to seeing you all soon in New Orleans!

Message from the Program Officer
Sarah DuRant, DPO.DEDE@sicb.org

New Orleans will be another big meeting for SICB. This year we received 1952 abstracts, ~1000 talks and 900 posters! There will be
146 sessions and 11 symposia. As much as we try to keep scheduling conflicts to a minimum, the large volume of talks makes it
impossible to eliminate all conflicts. DEDE participants will have
ample opportunity to learn about new research in ecoimmunology
and disease ecology. This year we have 5 DEDE specific oral sessions over three days (total of 33 talks) and 5 poster sessions occurring over two days (total of 32 posters). Again we will have great
student representation at the conference. Twenty-four students are
competing for the oral or poster Best Student Presentation Award!
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and Travis Wilcoxen voted into the Chair-Elect position.
If you are interested in serving as an officer in DEDE
in the future, please contact me, Sarah DuRant (current Program Officer), or Carol Fassbinder-Orth (current Chair).

To continue developing SICB as prime meeting grounds
for disease ecologists and ecoimmunologists, it is important that we continue to organize disease- and immunology-related symposia. Given its interdisciplinary
nature, SICB is an excellent outlet for disease ecology
and ecoimmunology research. As you attend symposia, talks, and posters be thinking about exciting topics emerging in our field that could be the basis for an
upcoming symposium. If you have an idea for a symposium please contact me or incoming Program Officer Greg Demas (dpo.dede@sicb.org). Or contact our
incoming Division Chair Travis Wilcoxen (chair.dede@
sicb.org).

Be sure to attend the DEDE Division Business Meeting
at the 2017 annual meeting in Portland. Your input and
participation are greatly valued. The business meeting
will be held Thursday, January 5, at 5:45 pm-6:30 pm
in Room 217. Also, be sure to catch the Bern Lecture
on Friday, January 6, followed by our social at 8:00 pm!
We really need as much participation in SICB events
and opportunities as possible. This includes our DEDE
Researcher’s Database. This database is an excellent
way to let other members know about your research
program. To have your information included in this database, simply email a title, brief description of your
research program and an image to me (Secretary.
DEDE@sicb.org). Once we make entries into this database, you will be able to view it through our division
website http://www.sicb.org/divisions/dede.php3.

New Orleans should be a fun venue for our annual meeting! The hotel is located along the Mississippi River and
is just a few blocks from the French Quarter and Jackson Square. You can find out more about hotel rooms
and transportation at the meeting this year through the
following link: http://www.sicb.org/meetings/2017/
travel.php. This link also contains information on child
care options. If you want to take advantage of the SICB
conference discount for airport shuttles/shared rides,
you will need to book your shuttle at least 24 hrs in
advance by visiting: http://airportshuttleneworleans.
hudsonltd.net/res?USERIDENTRY=SICB0117&LOGON
=GO

Although our divisional newsletters only go out twice
per year (once in Fall and once in Spring), SICB sends
monthly member updates. If you need to announce
any opportunities, upcoming meetings, or other important information to the DEDE membership, you may
send your announcements to me no later than the 5th
of the month and I will ensure they are included in the
monthly SICB Member Update.

A final note about the meeting, if you feel that your talk
would have been a better fit in a different session, you
may be able to help remedy this problem in the future.
Talks are organized into sessions primarily based on the
topics you select when submitting your abstract, rather
than by your divisional affiliation. Make sure the topics
you choose represent the kind of session you would like
to be part of.
See you in New Orleans!

Message from the Secretary

Travis Wilcoxen, Secretary.DEDE@sicb.org
Hello DEDE members! I am looking forward to our next
meeting as a division, and I hope you are all attending
the January meeting in New Orleans!

Brown Pelicans flying over the Big Easy

We always welcome individuals who want to be more
involved in division leadership. We recently elected officers to our three officer-elect positions, with James
Adelman voted into the Secretary-Elect position, Greg
Demas voted into the Program Officer-Elect position,
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and First-Timer’s Orientation will be on Wednesday,
January 4, at 5:30 pm, and SICB will host a Social in
Honor of Students & Postdocs on Sunday, January 8
(4:00 pm).

Daniel Becker, dbecker@uga.edu

Greetings to our DEDE student and postdoctoral members. We’re excited to see you all at SICB 2017. Following last year’s success, we will again organize our
“lunch with an ecoimmunologist / disease ecologist” in
New Orleans. If you’re new to DEDE, this is a great
chance to meet with prominent members of our scientific community. We received helpful comments from
last year’s participants and will take these into account
as we recruit faculty members and move forward with
organizing the event. Keep an eye out for updates
about the sign-up process through email, Facebook,
and Twitter by early December.

The following workshops will also be offered: the Student/Postdoctoral Affairs Workshop, the Broadening
Participation Committee Workshop, the Public Affairs
Committee Workshop, and the Teaching & Learning
Workshop. Check the SICB 2017 webpage periodically
for updates about the dates, times, and topics for these.
I look forward to communicating with everyone about
the 2017 meeting and seeing you all in New Orleans in
January.

I also encourage our members to like/follow our Facebook page and Twitter (@SICBDEDE) accounts. These
have a combined 229 followers, which is almost a doubling from last year. We’d love to see these social media platforms grow and will continue using them to circulate job announcements and news related to DEDE.
Also keep in mind that the Twitter tag for the upcoming
meeting will be #sicb2017; it’d be great for us to collectively highlight DEDE presentations and posters.
For the SICB 2017 meeting itself, there will be several
society-wide events that may be of interest to our student and postdoctoral members. The Training Session
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